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Warning: Some of the source material in this packet contains
content that may not be appropriate for all grade levels. We have
Included this content because we believe in the importance of
presenting the full history of each individual’s life to gain a
better understanding of their lived experiences.

Willie Zeigler

1920 — 1947

Corporal: United States Army

World War 1l

Please note that news articles published online often exist behind paywalls and require a
subscription to access digitally. We have provided links, but have not reproduced them here.
Similarly, many families have created remembrance pages. Again, we have provided links, when
applicable, but have not reproduced any images without express written permission from the
family.
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Willie’s Parents in the 1910 United States Census

“1910 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Bill Zeigler, St James,
Clarendon, South Carolina.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26498512:7884
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Birth Certificate

“South Carolina, U.S., Births, 1915-1920,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26,
2024), entry for Loyal Zeigler, Saint Paul, Clarendon, South Carolina.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/513823267:61762
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AFFIDAVIT OF CORRECTION TO BIRTH RECORD
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
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Birth Certificate Correction

“South Carolina, U.S., Births, 1915-1920,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26,
2024), entry for Loyal Zeigler, Saint Paul, Clarendon, South Carolina.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/513823267:61762
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1920 United States Census (listed as Cornelius Jr.)

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Lulu Zeigler, St James,
Clarendon, South Carolina.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27811899:6061

UCF Veterans Legacy Progrom
5


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27811899:6061

— - - - S —
| -%——— aerervind e e FIFTEENTS CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 100 e e & <
l _...pda._h.d/ —taay TR SCHEDULE a7 [£A é
i Proceaet 3T e o e — e —
[ PLAcE OF AsonE Je— _‘J WOME DATA rensva. secawmen | smcemes | FLACE OF TR T | e o occer oeone | wawe
| e EE EEEEE R i RS == T R B
| ERE| S R M L s S e | i = g
i Gy — O e O = = — s epbletatets—1 =1 sielslels
S — v%"'"’# R E 3.' o0 7 5
3 = 1 ™ 73 2 Lebwer Facion W14V 3
Q=== = |
5 = P et s
. = u.z.# T i 5.7 F e .
B = 2 7 o
gl ur..}x‘r% LANT, 7y 7 - il D i :
| o} 7 Y Jraream x| (WA A .
ol rmm = . . 7] :F A A = & Fi
— = 14 . /| 1)
Sl = 0 e T - 7 v u
o) p—— v oo ¢ Fadin m
is] [7 Puad B U ‘ nl T e 111 M
w] || ~—  Pmme ﬁhvrl i 5 N ] 2 : Tacint. "~ L]
7 = oy $4n, Z L
’:_T v A L1747 5 Lon 44 ) apem 1w b n
L Japss AL VAL 3 2 | B sk WVl »
20 ¥ S #‘ n i~ 20
' o 2] [ e hei ﬁ ﬁ] 7] I~ rlarlps 3 Xz AL » i
o o a 7 v 2
2| (7T i Zalr mpern PR IR E R4 i ]&.ﬂﬁ“ G s et bvi B
2 L Le 7 M Cohog |2 sorgee Cacke o o/ acas Vv ™
o B R S m 3 IM..L‘- L5 { n vl »
2 oo r = £
e — L b 7 = -
= =, Haugpe [ P = rons .
5 ]lv.n P V4 i lyd 2 kel ’ 1L e & Fadar s i:
% — ” hk tJ
- ( - I%L, ol 4 /] Fagm VIVV
i . E ,q“m , 113 oA P B maAr %1’.‘. v I:
= A ﬂ ¥ ; tladicd | ul & - Zacan VAV s
e i S @by 0] L. | Zazmar Foetin W11 ™M
3 | ok NS s ‘(I'l ool aly ]b.-ﬂfﬁ yV'- " |
Y “ 7 ) / U
; o = g ¥ 9 P A XA I « Fotan W1V H
= = V] 1S A\ D PTG I=]
o) = it 1S | el 4 DAY | B
w| [ lh‘ﬂ (edd |R| 10 R 5 A} W Lo ™
o —7 T ® . N L i ” c:]l
o — ey L S __‘% a
> Lal | ol Jadm
Y B v 5 / %‘ '.‘ Ll | ol v E 1% : :I
Jidder 7 T Lo 192 7 B g }h‘% |
g — ones! g 2151 ] 2l 7?2 H 0
. 4 % ™ . |
) ¢ e % - =
g e 17 7. a 0
g | Ky > 28
A RS B =i UEEE BsE TEsd E=S { x %"m
i RS S — B g 2
I = 1

1930 Unitea States bensus

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Willie Zeigler, Belle
Glade, Palm Beach, Florida.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103310774:6224
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Death of Willie’s Sister Joe Ella

“Florida Deaths, 1877-1939,” database, FamilySearch (familysearch.or
2024), entry for Joe Ella Graham, Belle Glade, Florida.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FPSW-HQ1
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1940 United States Census

1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Willie Zeigler, Palm
Beach, Florida.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/133970556:2442
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1320 to Solel

Marriage to Carrie Keno

“Florida Marriages, 1830-1993,” database, FamilySearch (familysearch.org: accessed May 26,
2024), entry for Willie Zeigler, Dade, Florida.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:234K-454
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REGISTRAﬁ'S REPORT
DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT
(Approx.) (Approx.) COMPLEXION
A g 8
White Sallow
EYES HAIR Light
Negro v Blue Blonde Ruddy
N s = ¥ . Gray Red Dark
! £ ; * Oriental Hazel Brown Freckled
V4 ~ REGISTRATION CARD Brown | & |Black | & | Lightbrown
SHRIAL NUMBER | 1. NAME (Print) ORDER NUMBER Indian Black Gray Dark brown
279 Wg}he. oo ] galey $- 2,68 2 s Back |+
"""""""""" RS R T (Middie) ,- \(Last) s j; Ellipino
Other obvious physical ch ics that will aid in identification_____.__.____ s

Town, township, village, or cxh

(Number and street)
[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERM[NE LOCAL BOABD

JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

3. MAILING ADDRESS

\

. I certify that my answers are true; that the person registered has read or has had
read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
all of his answers of which I have knowledge are true, except as follows:

[Mailing address if other than place indicated on line 2. If same uuert. word same]

4. TELEPHONE 5. AGE IN YEARS é/?ucx OF BIRTH 7. OCCUPATION 3
€ 72U a4 \ 2
DATE OF BIRTH ““é‘r""“" °’a°"‘““"’ Y(&&/C viver: "G (Bienaturs of rqgistran) 7]
/- o-/920 Sb- (2 . nw;wmmms@.__..zz 4/ ................
(Exch (Number) (Mo.) (Day)  (Yr) (State or country) “(City or countsy (State)
NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS Date of / ,é 4[/ \
' i€ T-edigle, I3all Glade, Fhka ( Wife) = &744 -
PLOYER'S NAME AND AQURESS ~ LO(‘AL BOARD No. 4 174
e B e By 5'/4/6 Fla. PALM BEACH COUNTY
10. PracE oF EfirLOYMENT OR BUSINESS BELLE GLADE, FLOR]DA ;
(Number and street or R. F. D, number) (Town) (County) (State) (STAMP OF LOCAL BOARD)

I ArrirM THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

D.S.S. Form 1
(Revised 6-9-41)

16—21630

. (oven

el lid, Gl -

(The stamp of the Local Board hat risdiction of the registrant
e e i )

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—21630

Sghe= it b N

b=

Willie Zeigler Worl

d War Il Draft Card

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for

Willie Zeigler, Palm Beach, Florida.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12683799:2238
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Full Name

Army Serial Number
Enlistment Date
Army Branch
Branch

Race Or Ethnicity
Enlistment Term

Source Of Army Personnel

Army Component

Level Of Education
Marital Status

Birth Date

Birth Place

Source Box Number
Source Film Reel Number
Conflict

Served For

Willie Zeigler

34204877

30 Nov 1945

Quartermaster Corps

Army

Negro

Enlistment for Hawaiian Department

Enlisted Man, Philippine Scout or recall to AD of an enlisted man who
had been transferred to the ERC

Regular Army (including Officers, Nurses, Warrant Officers, and
Enlisted Men)

Grammar school
Married

1920

South Carolina
0767

1.284

World War Il

United States of America

World War Il Enlistment Record

“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May
26, 2024), entry for Willie Zeigler, Army Serial Number 34204877.

https://www.fold3.com/record/87830319/willie-zeigler-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-

1946

UCF Veterans Legacy Progrom
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g o

V
REGISTRATION CARD (Men born on or after ; 1, 192 ‘and on or before December 31, 1924)
(Also for the registration of men as they reach the of theé date of their birth on or after January 1, 1943.)
SERIAL NUMBER | 1. NaME (Print) W [ORDER NUMBER
2& ; :

i‘/

Budset Buresu No. 33-R012-42

[THE PLACE Og RESIDENCE GIVEN ON LINE 2 E WILL DETE!

8. MamNG Ammnss

ifoss if other than place
5. AGE IN YEARS

4. TELEPHONE

W Lawrence “EEE.{I‘I\ Zigler LRI D A
2. PLACE OF RESIDENCE (Print)
.................. _Rabe. Payms  Belle Glade Palm Beach l‘loriua

(Numbll'ln Ill‘iﬁ) {Town, township, vﬂhxe.otclty) (Cwuly)

BOV.
ON; LINE 2 OF BEGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WlLL BE IDENTICAL]

indicated on lmu 2" I Ilml inmt word same)
6. Pucx OF, BIrTH

INE LOCAL BOARD

ann:mg
- DATE OF BIRTH &l‘wn or county)
hpy 2% lQ 1926 So. Car.
(Exchange) (Number) (Dly) (Yr) (State or country)

7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON WHO W!LL AL\VAYS KNow YOUB ADDB!SS

Bill Zigler, (Father)

C.

8. Emwun s Nm AND ADDRESS

Ap
e, Heri¥y Habe®
9. PLACE OF EIQLOYMENT OR BUSINESS

As..above

(Number and street or R. F. D. number) (Town)

(County)

DSS Form 1 (Rev. 11-16-42) ©16—21630-4.

I A¥FiRM THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE.

(OVER)

REGISTRAR’S REPORT
DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT
(Approx.) (Approx.) COMPLEXION
e 5111 7
i # - EYES HAIR Light
Blue Blonde Ruddy
Indian Gray Red Dark
Hazel Brown Freckled
Filipino_| Brown | | Bleck x: Light brown
Black Gray’ " | Dark brown | X
Ot;er Bald Black
Oriental| :

Other o] sious physical characteristics that will aid in identification__________
scar under right eye

I certify that my answers are true; that the person registered has read or has had
read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
all of his answers of which.I have know. ledge are true, except as follows:

re of registrar)

Registrar for Local Boatd#l_t f.@.l!l}. _Bes, S.I.h Belle..Glasie. _Fla.

(Number) (City or county)

Date of reglstmtwn..__.A.p_!'_i_l__lQ;lS I!A-

Local Board No. 4 42
Palm Beach County 099
Belle G "« Florida 004

(The stamp of t.ho Local Board having :uﬂldwunn of the registrant
all be placed in the above space)

U. S, COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  160—21630-1

i

e~ b |
7 i .

Willie’s Brother Lawrence World War 11 Draft Card

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for

Lawrence Zeigler, Palm Beach, Florida.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12684017:2238

UCF Veterans Legacy Progrom
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Article About the Incident in which Willie Zeigler was Killed

“3 Wounded In Gun Fight At Belle Glade,” Miami Herald, February 5, 1947.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/617056141/?terms=willie&match=1

Transcription:

“BELLE GLADE — Two negroes were seriously wounded and Lee Pucket, prominent
local resident, was shot in a finger after he attempted to break up a fight in the negro section here
Tuesday afternoon.

In the Migratory hospital here are Willie Zigler, negro, on furlough from the Army, and
his sister, Jessie Zigler.

Sheriff John Kirk, who investigated the melee, said the Ziglers were attempting to break
into a room occupied by Rutha Byrd, another negro.

Zigler had punctured the woman’s door 11 times with a butcher knife.

Puckett, who heard the Byrd woman screaming, went to the scene with a pistol. Zigler
lunged at him and Puckett shot him through the chest, Kirk said. Jessie then grabbed Puckett and
he shot her twice through the hand and once in the hip.

In the fracas, Puckett shot the end of a finger off. He is in the Good Samaritan hospital in
West Palm Beach.”

UCF Veterans Legacy Program
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Willie Zeigler Dies in the Hospital

“Man Shot In Row Dies At Belle Glade,” Miami Herald, February 7, 1947.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/617057978/?terms=willie%20zeigler&match=1

Summary:

The article reports that Willie Zeigler died from the gun wounds he received and his sister
remains in the hospital in good condition.

UCF Veterans Legacy Program
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Willie Zeigler’s Shooter is Exonerated

“Inquest Exonerates Belle Glade Official,” Palm Beach Post, February 14, 1947.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/133850010/?terms=willie&match=1

Transcription:

“Belle Glade City Commissioner Lee Puckett, Jr., was exonerated at an inquest at Belle
Glade Wednesday afternoon in the fatal shooting of Willie Ziegler, negro, Feb. 4, State Attorney
Phil O’Connell said here Thursday.

The coroner’s jury termed the slaying justifiable homicide, testimony showing Ziegler
and his sister, Jessie, turned on Puckett when he attempted to stop them from molesting Ruth
Byrd with butcher knives in a negro tenement across from his 6th St. store.

The sister was wounded and Puckett, in the melee, shot off the tip of the index finger on
his left hand.”

UCF Veterans Legacy Program
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© 7 INTERMENT N THE T U vy ORIGINAL
7 =2 -W}hv’% ?@Us EMBLEM (Check One) uAR 13 1947
L

TO:

THE nUARTERMASTER GENERAL, WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ATIN crROss [] STAR OF DAVID
, :

Ei i ae 7 i W S oo o S o o et @

ZBIGLER, WILLIE o7 i, W N Digcharged—3-February. . 1947
‘\\“\‘W" L bt G o Bow 49 ssnm.r?m rd, R 4 L Y l’
Y 3¢ 9 h e £ ~ ‘7 F 325 FR0

g 2L g 1LY & R Sl
el 34204877 )
DATE OF BIRTH DATE OF DEATH DATE OF INTERMENT GRAVE LOCATION DATES OF SERVICE jf‘?y 77

MONTH DAY YEAR MONTH DAY YEAR MONTH DAY YEAR SEC. OR | GRAVE OR RETIREMENT

i " PLOT LOT NO.
/| Feb= Feb=
uanba*”_y 17 19 20 ruary | 6 1947 | ruary (18 |L947 il s :
s sy TS ) c:L )
DATE HEADSTONE ORDERED AND B/L NUMBER

REMARKS (. Au,thorxtv Jor interment, pension or claim number, disinterment, elc.)
COLUMBUS, ...ivo. JUN 4 754,
5' "old L s Bl ed
AUTH: Interment  Telegram, QI 551 Gagne R VAT

Dated 12  February 1947

SHIPPING POINT FOR HEADSTONES SIGNATURE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF NATIONAL CEMETERY OR QM OF POST OR POW
CEMETERY

RAILROAD STATION FOR FREIGHT

Florida East Coagt ReRe

Ll | //{}{4 7 % // //f«/

Ste Augustine; Floridae
.?Evf‘;%n:: 14 Previous editions may be used . ) M 1 \/ (See instructions on reverse side) S i
J & i . of e

Interment in St Auqustlne National Cemetery

“U.S., National Cemetery Interment Control Forms, 1928-1962,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for

Willie Zeigler, St. Augustine National Cemetery.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1858187:2590
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ZEIGLER, Willie 34204877 D-72

Corporal, 369th (Colored) Infantry, U.S. Army, World War II.
Also 2nd Regiment, 9225 T.S. Unit. Service: 9 May 1942 to 3
February 1947. 17 January 1920 to 6 February 1947. Interred 18
February 1947.

(The 369th Infantry was part of the 93rd (Colored) Division in
World War II and served in the Southwest Pacific Theater,
primarily in New Guinea and the Philipines as defensive garrison
troops).

St. Augustine National Cemetery Index and Biographical Guide

Department of Military Affairs, St. Augustine National Cemetery Index and Biographical Guide: Preliminary Abridged Edition (St.
Augustine, FL: St. Francis Barracks Special Archives, 1989), 200.

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047708/00001/images/200

UCF Veterans Legacy Progrom
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Full Name Zeigler, Willie
Birth Date 17 Jan 1920
Enlistment Date 9 May 1942
Discharge Date 3 Feb1947
Death Date 6 Feb1947
Burial Date 18 Feb1947
Cemetery Saint Augustine National Cemetery
Cemetery Address 104 Marine Street St Augustine, FI 32084
Cemetery State  Florida
Cemetery Plot  Section D Site 72
Notes CplUS Army World War [l
Conflict World War li

Served For United States of America
Willie Zeigler Veterans Gravesite

“US, Veterans’ Gravesites, ca. 1775-2019,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May 26,
2024), entry for Willie Zeigler, Saint Augustine National Cemetery.

https://www.fold3.com/record/719504839/zeigler-willie-us-veterans-gravesites-cal775-2019

UCF Veterans Legacy Progrom
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[

Willie Zeigler’s Headstone in St. Augustine National Cemetery

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Willie Zeigler, photograph, 2023, St. Augustine
National Cemetery, St. Augustine, FL.
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Name Cellie Zeigler
[Cellie Thornton]

Gender Female

Race Black

Birth Date 21 Feb 1921

Birth Place David Statio, South Carolina

[Manning Clar??, South Carolina]

Death Date 15 Sep 1993

Father Willie Zeigler

Mother Lula Manning

SSN 250146417

Notes Jul1938: Name listed as CELLIE
ZEIGLER; Apr1948: Name listed as
CELLIE THORNTON

Death of Willie’s Sister Cellie

“U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007,” database, Ancestry
(ancestry.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Cellie Zeigler.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23591590:60901
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Name

Name Note

Alias

Sex

Birth Date
Birthplace

Social Program Application Date
Previous Residence

Previous Residence Postal Code
Death Date

Race

Father's Name

Father's Sex

Mother's Name

Mother's Sex

Additional Person's Name

Event Type

Florean Howard

Name and form dates: Application:
FLOREAN HOWARD (Sep 1944), Death:
FLOREAN HOWARD (26 May 1997)

Florean Zeigler
Female
6 Feb 1916

Summington C*, South Carolina, United
States

Sep 1944

Brooklyn, Kings, New York, United States
11217-1205

26 May 1997

Black

Bill Zeigler

Male

Lula Manning

Female

Florean Zeigler

Social Program Correspondence

Death of Willie’s Sister Florean

“United States, Social Security Numerical Identification Files (NUMIDENT), 1936-2007,”
database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Cellie Howard.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6KMG-VV41

UCF Veterans Legacy Program

21


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6KMG-VV41

Name

Name Note

Alias

Second Alias

Sex

Birth Date

Birthplace

Social Program Application Date
Social Program Claim Date

Previous Residence

Previous Residence Postal Code
Death Date

Race

Father's Name

Father's Sex

Mother's Name

Mother's Sex

Event Type

Daisy Zeigler Washington

Name and form dates: Application: DAISY
ZEIGLER WASHINGTON (Jun 1941), Claim:
DAISY WASHINGTON (06 Jan 1976), Death:
DAISY WASHINGTON (28 Jan 2006)

Daisy Washington

Daisy Zeigler

Female

3Jan 1917

Manning, South Carolina, United States
Jun 1941

6 Jan 1976

Annapolis, Anne Arundel, Maryland, United
States

21401-3242
28 Jan 2006
Black

Bill Zeigler
Male

Lule Manning
Female

Social Program Correspondence

Death of Willie’s Sister Daisy

“United States, Social Security Numerical Identification Files (NUMIDENT), 1936-2007,”
database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed May 26, 2024), entry for Daisy Zeigler Washington.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6KMP-1CKP
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