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Grade(s) 2nd grade 

Time (Minutes/ 
Days) 

2 weeks 

Lesson Overview 

Students will be able to define primary and secondary resources and examine them to create an interactive timeline 
to outline the events of Veterans who participated in World War I. 

Essential Question 

What significant contributions did Veterans make through their service and in their communities after their military 
service?  

Florida State Standards 

● S.S.2.A.1.1 Examine primary and secondary resources
● SS.2.A.1.2 Utilize the media center, technology, or other informational sources to locate information that

provides answers to questions about a historical topic.
● S.S.2A.3 Chronological thinking
● S.S.2A.3.1 Identify terms and designations of time sequence
● S.S.2.C.G.2.2  Students will describe the contributions of the diverse individuals and groups that contribute to

civic life in the United States and Florida.
● SS.2.CG.2.3 Explain how citizens demonstrate patriotism.
● SS.2.AA.1.1 Identify African Americans who demonstrated civic service

Required Materials 

● Computer
● Canva (Accounts are free!)
● Source Packets and Biographies for Veterans (the ones included in this lesson are listed below- please note

not all of the Veterans have both)
○ Mary Bristow-Humbeutel
○ Buster Williams
○ Jane Gadde
○ Estevan Rojo

● KWL Chart

https://www.canva.com/
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● Primary vs. Secondary Sources Anchor Chart
● Primary vs Secondary Sources Sorting Worksheet
● Timeline Rubric
● WWI Bibliography

Learning Objectives 

The student will be able to describe the contributions of the diverse individuals and groups that contribute to civic life 
in the United States and Florida 

Procedure 

Week 1 

Day 1 
Instructional Setting: The teacher will begin with an icebreaker using a KWL chart (there is one attached below for 
your convenience.)  What is a Veteran? Do you know any Veterans? What do you know about Veterans? What do you 
wonder about Veterans?  What do you want to learn about Veterans?        

The remainder of the chart will be completed at the end of the lesson and alongside a Canva timeline project.  The 
teacher will listen to responses and afterward show a video of  Colin Powell and discuss his contributions to the world 
through military service. 

● Colin Powell’s Military Leader Bio Video

This will be the introduction of the essential question: What significant contributions did Veterans make through their 
service and in their communities after their military service? 
The teacher will introduce the Veterans explored in this lesson. The source packets & biographies for them are linked 
below: 

● Mary Bristow Humbeutel Source Packet
● Buster Williams Biography
● Buster Williams Source Packet
● Jane Gadde Biography
● Jane Gadde Source Packet

The teacher will introduce primary and secondary resources and how they will be used for this assignment. At this 
time use the anchor chart for primary & secondary sources to review the different types or use the videos linked to 
explain. Recommendation: Use one or the other resources to explain primary and secondary sources and rotate the 
next day. Both are included for your convenience. 

● Primary & Secondary Sources YouTube Video

https://youtu.be/PoThY6gjLg8
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/instructionalmaterials/UCF-VLP-MaryAnnHumbeutelPacket.pdf
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/biographies/sanc/BD-0-47-F.html
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/biographies/sanc/BD-0-47-F.html
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/wwi/sancresources/UCF-VLP-SANC-WilliamsBuster.pdf
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/biographies/bpnc/B42-2-17-F.html
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/instructionalmaterials/UCF-VLP-JaneMargaretGaddePacket.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ASdbHUHfik
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● Primary vs. Secondary Sources YouTube Video
● Anchor Chart included below

The teacher will go over the biographical information about Mary Humbeutel to students.  
After examining the primary sources,, pose the following questions to the students:  

● What major accomplishment did Mary's grandmother achieve?
● What branch of the military was Mary in?
● What was Mary’s role in the Navy?
● Why did she enlist in the Navy?
● What do you think motivated Mary to enlist in the Navy?
● How did Mary contribute to her community after her service in the Navy?

Day 2 

Essential question: How did African Americans make significant contributions to the Wars through their service?  
Review the anchor chart of primary and secondary sources or use the videos that were linked above (use the opposite 
of what you used the previous day.) 
Today introduce Buster Williams by reading his biography.  

● Buster Williams’ Biography

After reading, pose the following questions to the students: 
● What branch of the military was he enrolled in?
● What occupation did he have prior to joining the Army?

The teacher will introduce the interactive timeline project to students through Canva. At this time students will get a 
chance to view the primary and secondary sources for Buster Williams. Have students examine primary sources in the 
source packet and then look at the example of the timeline. 

● Buster Williams Source Packet
● Sample Buster Williams Timeline Project Below

Day 3 

Essential Question: What significant contributions did female Veterans make to the Wars through their service? 
The teacher will introduce and read the biography of Jane Gadde. 

● Jane Gadde’s Biography
After reading, pose the following questions to the students: 

● What occupation did Jane train in early in her career before she entered the military?
● What branch of the military did Jane enlist?
● What occupation did Jane choose?  Why was Jane considered a role model?
● What was so unique about Jane’s military career?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqXHO7bTPnw
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/biographies/sanc/BD-0-47-F.html
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/wwi/sancresources/UCF-VLP-SANC-WilliamsBuster.pdf
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/biographies/bpnc/B42-2-17-F.html


Veterans Legacy Program Curricular Materials 

Veterans Legacy Program Curricular Materials 4 

● How was she recognized later in life at the end of her military career?

If time permits, give students the primary source packet for Jane Gadde so they can begin to examine the sources. 
● Jane Gadde Source Packet

Day 4 

Game Day: Is it a primary or secondary source? 
In addition to the primary source packets, give students the WWI secondary source bibliography. 

● WWI Secondary Source Bibliography
The teacher will make a hard copy of any resource packets that have been discussed this week and cut the images out. 
For secondary sources, focus on the public history websites that students can use in the classroom. Print screen shots 
for students.  Label a sheet of paper: primary source and secondary source. Students can work in pairs to determine 
what printouts are primary or secondary sources by placing their source on the labeled sheet. Afterward, the teacher 
will discuss with students why each is considered a primary or secondary source.  
Alternatively, use the primary vs. secondary source sorting sheet included below. Students will define both primary 
and secondary sources in exactly six words, and then list the titles of the documents that fall into each category. 
The teacher may want to include several additional examples of secondary sources. This can be as simple as including 
words such as textbook, biography, etc. 

Day 5 

Essential Question: What significant contributions did these Veterans make through their service and in their 
communities after their military service?  
The teacher will have students choose their Veteran to complete their Canva timeline today. They can choose any of 
the Veterans that are listed below.  

● Jane Gadde
● Mary Humbeutel
● Estevan Rojo (This Veteran was not previously used in this lesson. This would be a great Veteran to include to

also go over Hispanic Veterans if the teacher wants to spend a day on his bio and source packet. It could also
be a way to adapt the lesson for gifted students to interact with new material they have not previously seen
to ensure their understanding of the different types of sources.)

○ Estevan Rojo Biography
○ Estevan Rojo Source Packet

The teacher needs to ensure that all images from the source packets are easily accessible to students so they can put 
them into their Canva projects. 
The teacher will help the students become familiar with Canva. 

https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/instructionalmaterials/UCF-VLP-JaneMargaretGaddePacket.pdf
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/instructionalmaterials/UCF-VLP-WWIBibliography.pdf
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/biographies/bpnc/B36-3-9-F.html
https://vlp.cah.ucf.edu/instructionalmaterials/UCF-VLP-EstevanReanaRojoPacket.pdf
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● The teacher will help the students create their free accounts.
● The teacher will model using Canva to create a timeline or use the one that was used previously in the lesson.

Wrap up the lesson by referring back to the KWL chart used on the first day of the lesson. Students will fill in what 
they learned so far about Veterans. Encourage students to continue using this chart while they research their chosen 
Veterans for their timelines. A rubric for the project is included below. 

Week 2 

Students will have time in class and at home to complete their timelines of their Veterans. At the end of the week, 
have students present their timelines to the class. 



What I
Know

What I
Wonder

What I
Learned

UCF.CAH.VLP.EDU.



diary 
speech
interview
video
autobiography
photograph
architecture
newspaper article
(from the time of the
event)
original artwork
birth certificates
draft registration cards
interment cards
census records
marriage license

newspaper
article (written
after the event)
textbook
biography
encyclopedia
journal article
website

UCF.CAH.VLP.EDU.

Words or images  from
eyewitnesses of an event

Words or images  from after
an event has occurred



UCF.CAH.VLP.EDU.

Say it in 6: What is a primary source? Say it in 6: What is a secondary source?

List the titles of all the primary sources below. List the titles of all the secondary sources below.



UCF.CAH.VLP.EDU.

Criteria Points Comments
Every event is

labelled with a year
(4 events min.)

Events are listed
in chronological

order

Title and
description (1-3

sentences) for each
event

Picture included
for each event

Neat, creative,
and colorful

/10

/10

/10

/10

/10

Overall Score:        /50



1918 USS Mt Vernon
The ship that transported  Buster to France. The

ship was destroyed 2 weeks after he was
transported.

1919 World War I
Service Card

Buster's World War  1 Service card that shows his
years of service and when he was discharged

World War I

1917 Draft Card
Buster Williams’ Draft Registration card when he entered into the Army.

1946 Burial 
 Buster Williams interment card that shows the

date of his burial in St. Augustine National
Cemetery 

US Army Infantry
Troops in France 1918

Buster’s unit supported the men at the front. These
African American soldiers who fought on the front

lines are wearing French uniforms.
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