
 

UCF’s Veterans Legacy Program 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alene Bertha Duerk 

 

1920 – 2018  

 
Rear Admiral (RADM): US Navy 

 

World War II, Korea, Vietnam 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note that news articles published online often exist behind paywalls and require a subscription to access 

digitally. We have provided links, but have not reproduced them here. Similarly, many families have created 

remembrance pages. Again, we have provided links, when applicable, but have not reproduced any images 

without express written permission from the family. 
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Alene’s Father in the 1900 United States Federal Census 

 

“1900 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry 

for Albert Duerk, Defiance, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39735506:7602  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39735506:7602
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Alene’s Mother in the 1900 United States Federal Census 

 

“1900 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry 

for Emma Dietsch, Richland, Defiance, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39755056:7602  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39755056:7602
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Alene’s Mother in the 1910 United States Federal Census 

 

“1910 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Emma C Dietsch, Richland, 

Defiance, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/144819822:7884  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/144819822:7884
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World War I Draft Registration Card for Alene’s Father 

 

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Albert John 

Herman Duerk, Defiance, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18273890:6482  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18273890:6482
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The S.S. Orissa Embarked on June 4, 1918 from New York 

 

“US, Army WWI Transport Service, Passenger Lists, 1918-1919,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed 

September 12, 2023), entry for Albert John Duerk, S.S. Orissa.   

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604152913  

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604152913
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The U.S.S. Connecticut Embarked on January 20, 1919 from Brest. France 

 

“US, Army WWI Transport Service, Passenger Lists, 1918-1919,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed 

September 12, 2023), entry for Albert J Duerk, U.S.S. Connecticut.    

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604240765  

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604240765
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Alene’s Father’s World War I Service 

 

“Ohio, Rosters of Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines in World War I, 1917-1918,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Albert J Duerk. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/48767:7895  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/48767:7895
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Marriage Record for Alene’s Parents 

 

“Ohio, U.S., County Marriage Records, 1774-1993,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 

2023), entry for Albert J Duerk, Henry, Ohio. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2850602:61378  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2850602:61378
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Alene’s Parents in the 1920 United States Federal Census 

 

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Emma K Dietsch, Defiance, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/33384009:6061  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/33384009:6061
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Soldier Grave Registration for Alene’s Father 

 

“Ohio, U.S., Soldier Grave Registrations, 1804-1958,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Albert Duerk, 

Defiance, Ohio. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/160477:61438  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/160477:61438
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1930 United States Federal Census 

 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Alene Duerk, Pleasant, Henry, 

Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/71713232:6224  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/71713232:6224
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1940 United States Federal Census 

 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Alene Duerk, Toledo, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35961799:2442   

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35961799:2442
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Alene’s Mother and Sister in the 1940 United States Federal Census 

 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Emma Duerk, Holgate, Henry, 

Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29122721:2442  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29122721:2442
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U.S.S. Benevolence Embarked on November 27, 1945 from Yokosuka, Japan 
 

“U.S., World War II Navy Muster Rolls, 1938-1949,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 

12, 2023), entry for Alene Bertha Duerk, U.S.S. Benevolence.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27915118:1143  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27915118:1143
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Alene Duerk Serves as a Lieutenant in the Navy Nurse Corps 
 

“U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), 

entry for Alene Bertha Duerk, January 1, 1946.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/853472:2345  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/853472:2345
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1950 United States Federal Census 

 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry 

for Alene B Duerk, Highland Park, Wayne, Michigan.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/177080857:62308  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/177080857:62308
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Alene’s Mother in the 1950 United States Federal Census 

 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry 

for Emma Zachrich, Holgate, Henry, Ohio. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/205428432:62308  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/205428432:62308
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Alene Duerk Serves as a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy Nurse Corps 
 

“U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), 

entry for Alene Bertha Duerk, September 1, 1957.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/108233:2345  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/108233:2345
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Alene Duerk Serves as a Commander in the Navy Nurse Corps 
 

“U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), 

entry for Alene Bertha Duerk, June 1, 1962.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1100663:2345  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1100663:2345
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1964 City Directory for Long Beach, California 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), entry for 

Alene B Duerk, Long Beach, California.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1409709703:2469  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1409709703:2469
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1965 City Directory for Long Beach, California 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), entry for 

Alene B Duerk, Long Beach, California.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1447688498:2469  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1447688498:2469
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1966 City Directory for San Diego, California 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), entry for 

Alene Duerk, San Diego, California.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1421406237:2469  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1421406237:2469
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Alene Duerk Serves as a Captain in the Navy Nurse Corps 
 

“U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), 

entry for Alene Bertha Duerk, July 1, 1967.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1255383:2345 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1255383:2345
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Alene Duerk Serves as the Director of the Navy Nurse Corps 

 

“US, Navy Support Books, 1901-2010,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Alene B Duerk, US Naval Training 

Center: Bainbridge, Maryland.  

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/582427337 

https://www.fold3.com/image/582427337
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Alene Duerk Named First Woman Admiral in the Navy 
 

“Associated Press, Name Card Index to AP Stories, 1905-1990,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Alene 

Bertha Duerk. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/169137:50018 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/169137:50018
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Alene Duerk Becomes the First Woman Admiral 
 

“Navy Names First Woman As Admiral,” Cumberland News, April 28, 1972, 2.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/18362448/  

 

Article Transcription: 

 

 “Breaking with two centuries of tradition, the Navy named its first woman admiral Thursday; Alene 

Bertha Duerk a Defiance, Ohio, native who joined the service 29 years ago. 

Miss Duerk, the 52-year-old director of the Navy Nurse Corps, was nominated along with 49 male 

captains for promotion to rear admiral. The nominations were approved by President Nixon and are subject to 

Senate confirmation. 

Her selection leaves only one male bastion remaining in the armed forces–the Marine Corps, which has 

yet to promote a woman to star rank.  

Since taking office, Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird has been pressuring the services to promote 

women to star and flag rank. Within the past two years, the Air Force has named two women generals and the 

Army four.  

Capt. Duerk, who received her medical training from the Toledo, Ohio, Hospital School of Nursing, 

joined the Navy Nurse Corps as an ensign in January 1943. 

At the time her promotion was announced, she was on leave and en route to her mother's home in 

Holgate, Ohio.  

Reached by telephone, her mother said she never thought her daughter would ever become an admiral, 

but added, “We're very happy for her.”  

During World War II Capt. Duerk served in naval hospitals in Portsmouth, Va., and Bethesda, Md. In 

the closing days of the war she was assigned to the hospital ship Benevolence in the Pacific where she cared for 

the sick and wounded from the final assaults against Japan.  

After the war, she was released from the service but remained in the Naval Reserve only to be called to 

active duty in June, 1951. She served in various nursing and hospital administrative posts in the 1960s and was 

named director of the Nurse Corps in May 1970.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/18362448/
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Alene Duerk Sworn in as Admiral 
 

“Associated Press, Name Card Index to AP Stories, 1905-1990,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Rear 

Admiral Alene Bertha Duerk. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/169160:50018  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/169160:50018
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Alene Duerk Serves as Rear Admiral of the Navy Nurse Corps 
 

“U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed September 12, 2023), 

entry for Alene Bertha Duerk, July 1, 1972.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3778789:2345  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3778789:2345
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Alene Duerk Fights for Equality in Nursing 

 

Marlene Cimons, “Men Benefit, in Her Fight for Equality,” Los Angeles Times, August 8, 1972, 43.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/386326843/  

 

This article discusses Alene Duerk’s attempts to allow male nurses in more medical specialties within military 

nursing as well as her success at ending the “automatic dismissal for women in the service who become 

pregnant.” The article also goes into her childhood a little bit discussing her father’s illness when she was very 

young contributing to her desire to become a nurse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/386326843/
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Alene Duerk Cuts the Cake to Mark the U.S.S. Sanctuary Rejoining the Naval Fleet 

 

“US, Navy Cruise Books, 1918-2009,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed September 12, 2023), entry for Alene Duerk, U.S.S. Sanctuary.  

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/302499690 

https://www.fold3.com/image/302499690
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Alene Duerk Awarded the Legion of Merit 
 

“U.S., Navy and Marines Awards and Decorations, 1942-1994,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed 

September 12, 2023), entry for Alene B Duerk.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/358813:61823  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/358813:61823
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New Women’s Military Memorial to Honor Women Veterans 

 

Margaret M. Sloane, “Honoring women who served,” Orlando Sentinel, November 10, 1994, 117.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/233628051/  

 

This article details the construction of a new memorial at the entrance to Arlington National Cemetery in 

Washington, D.C. The new memorial, the “Women in Military Service for America Memorial Center, 

authorized by Congress in 1986, has been designed to create a powerful visual record of the service, sacrifices 

and achievements of U.S. military women.”  

 

Along with the article is a photograph of Rear Admiral Alene Duerk with fellow Veterans Commander Barbara 

Bole, Lieutenant Colonel Christine Berry, and Commander Joan McIntyre with a combined 105.5 years of 

active military duty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/233628051/
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Alene Duerk Dies at 98 

 

Ryan Gillespie, “Rear Adm. Alene Duerk, 98, was a Navy first,” Orlando Sentinel, July 26, 2018, A1. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/478408235/  

 

The article is a short summary of Alene Duerk’s life with emphasis on her retirement in Central FL. In 2006, the 

Admiral Alene Duerk Endowed Scholarship Fund was established at the University of Central Florida’s College 

of Nursing. In 2013, Alene attended the unveiling of a bronze statue honoring her at UCF.  

 

A photograph of Alene Duerk with the bronze statue appears in this article.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/478408235/
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Obituary for Alene Duerk 

 

“Navy’s first female admiral blazed trail for women,” Roanoke Times, August 1, 2018, 18.  
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Alene Duerk Veterans’ Gravesite 
 

“U.S. Veterans’ Gravesites, ca. 1775-2019,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed September 12, 2023), entry 

for Alene Duerk, Cape Canaveral National Cemetery, Florida. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/725407296/duerk-alene-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019 

https://www.fold3.com/record/725407296/duerk-alene-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
37 

 

Alene Duerk’s Headstone in Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Alene Duerk, photograph, 2023, Cape Canaveral National 

Cemetery, Mims, FL. 
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*The following are additional links with information on Alene Duerk. 

 

 

Alene Duerk, “Alene B. Duerk Collection,” interview by Tommy Larsen and Sean Passaro, Library of Congress 

Veterans History Project, November 14, 2004, personal narrative. 

  

https://www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.28852/ 

 

 

 

“First Female Flag Officer: Rear Admiral Alene B. Duerk, NC, USN,” Naval History and Heritage Command, 

February 7, 2023.  

 

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/first-female-flag-officer.html  

 

 

 

“Veterans Legacy Program: Rear Adm. Alene Bertha Duerk, Navy’s first female admiral,” VA News, August 

17, 2018.  

 

https://news.va.gov/51317/veterans-legacy-program-rear-adm-alene-bertha-duerk/  

 

 

 

Patricia Ringos Beach and Beth E. White, “The admiral is a lady: Alene Duerk, RN,” Nursing 49, no. 11 

(November 2019): 45-48.  

 

https://journals.lww.com/nursing/Fulltext/2019/11000/The_admiral_is_a_lady__Alene_Duerk,_RN.11.aspx  

  

 

 

“Obituary for Alene Bertha Duerk,” Dignity Memorial, accessed September 19, 2023. 

 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/sanford-fl/alene-duerk-7945383  

 

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.28852/
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/first-female-flag-officer.html
https://news.va.gov/51317/veterans-legacy-program-rear-adm-alene-bertha-duerk/
https://journals.lww.com/nursing/Fulltext/2019/11000/The_admiral_is_a_lady__Alene_Duerk,_RN.11.aspx
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/sanford-fl/alene-duerk-7945383

