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1930 United States Census 

 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 

2024), entry for Alonzo G Roberts, Winter Park, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103296111:6224 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103296111:6224
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1940 United States Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 

2024), entry for Alonza Roberts, Winter Park, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/132412863:2442 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/132412863:2442
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1940 Orlando City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 2024), 

entry for Alonzo Roberts, Orlando, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/666281583:2469 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/666281583:2469
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Alonzo Roberts World War II Draft Card 
 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 2024), entry for 

Alonzo Gerard Roberts, Winter Park, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12360281:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12360281:2238
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World War II Enlistment Record 
 

“U.S., World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: 

accessed April 13, 2024), entry for Alonzo G Roberts, Orange County, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/654733:8939 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/654733:8939
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1945 Florida State Census 
 

“Florida, U.S., State Census, 1867-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 

2024), entry for Alonzo Roberts, Orange County, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/917797:1506 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/917797:1506
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1948 Orlando City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 2024), 

entry for Alonzo Roberts, Orlando, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/662277835:2469 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/662277835:2469
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Marriage to Melinese Edwards 
 

“Florida, U.S., Marriage Indexes, 1822-1875 and 1927-2001,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 2024), entry for 

Alonzo Gerald Roberts, Orange County, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1650944:8784

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1650944:8784
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1954 Orlando City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 2024), 

entry for Alonzo G Roberts, Orlando, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/669938386:2469 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/669938386:2469
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Alonzo Attends Brother Howard’s Wedding as Best Man 
 

Beatrice Richardson, “Winter Park Happenings,” Orlando Sentinel, February 13, 1956. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/237261430/?match=1&clipping_id=144820575 

 

Transcription:  

 

(The first section of the article concerns a party hosted by one Viola Ellis, which “Mr. and Mrs. 

Alonzo Roberts” attended the same day as Roberts’ brother’s wedding.) 

 

“MARRIAGE TOLD—Dr. Howard A. Roberts, son of Mrs. W. C. Roberts was married 

to Miss Geraldine Douglas Feb. 4 at Ebenezer Methodist Church in Jacksonville. 

 Alonzo Roberts was best man for his brother. 

 Those who accompanied his mother to Jacksonville for the wedding from Winter Park 

were Mrs. Beatrice Ferebee, James Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Roberts and son, Mrs. A. E. 

Lester, Mrs. B. Sterling Richardson, Mrs. and Mrs. J. N. Crooms, Sanford, and Mr. and Mrs. C. 

W. Jenkins, Daytona Beach. 

 The bride and bridegroom motored to Winter Park after the wedding and were 

entertained at the home of the bridegroom’s mother. They left Sunday night for Tallahassee 

where they will make their home.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/237261430/?match=1&clipping_id=144820575
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Alonzo Attends Civics Club Meeting 
 

“Civic Club Meets,” Orlando Sentinel, December 30, 1957
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Alonzo Attends Sister Mexcye’s Birthday Party 
 

“Family Has Reunion On Holiday,” Orlando Sentinel, January 6, 1958. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/222378267/?match=9&clipping_id=143890964 

 

Transcription:  

 

“A birthday party was held for Mrs. Mexcye Ray on Dec. 23 at the home of her mother, Mrs. W. 

C. Roberts. Guests included Mr. and Mrs. Otto Cobb, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Davenport, Mr. and 

Mrs. Alonzo Roberts, Mrs. Beatrice Ferebee, Mr. and Mrs. I. S. Richardson and Bruce Sanders. 

The honored guest was presented gifts and treated to a fresh ham dinner. Games followed the 

dinner.” 

 

(Other events in the remainder of the article include Alonzo’s step-sister visiting their mother 

and his brother Howard, as well as Alonzo’s wife Melinese spending time with his sister 

Mexcye.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/222378267/?match=9&clipping_id=143890964
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1959 Orlando City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 13, 2024), 

entry for Alonzo G Roberts, Orlando, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/672713123:2469 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/672713123:2469
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Alonzo’s 1966 School Bus Driver Routes for Glenridge High 
 

“Glenridge Junior High Bus Schedules Listed,” Orlando Evening Star, August 25, 1966. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/290440801/?match=1&clipping_id=144819365 

 

Transcription:  

 

 “Glenridge Junior High School bus schedules have been set as follows…” 

 

(The bus routes of several drivers are listed before it lists Roberts’ routes.) 

 

 “BUS 138—ALONZO ROBERTS, DRIVER.  

Penn Avenue and Lyman  8 a.m. to 3:35 p.m. 

Glenridge Junior High  8:15 a.m. to 3:25 p.m.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/290440801/?match=1&clipping_id=144819365
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Alonzo’s 1967 School Bus Driver Routes for Glenridge High 
 

“Glenridge Pupils Now Registering,” The Orlando Sentinel, August 27, 1967. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/224149835/?match=1&clipping_id=145483552 

 

Transcription:  

 

 “...Glenridge Junior High School bus schedules have been set as follows…” 

 

(Much like the corresponding article from the previous year, the bus routes of several drivers are 

listed before it lists Roberts’ route.) 

 

 “BUS 138—ALONZO ROBERTS, DRIVER 

 

 Lyman and Pennsylvania  7:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/224149835/?match=1&clipping_id=145483552
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Willie Roberts (Alonzo’s Mother) Obituary 
 

“Obituaries,” Orlando Sentinel, December 28, 1994. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/231606411/?article=8a99109d-af3b-46c5-97c1-

eb5cee379f51 

 

Transcription:  

 

“WILLIE CANDIS ROBERTS, 94, 841 W. Swoope Ave., Winter Park, died Saturday, Dec. 24 

of heart failure. Mrs. Roberts was a retired housekeeper. Born in Maitland, she was a lifelong 

Central Florida resident. She was a member of Ward Chapel AME Church and Key Chain Club. 

Survivors; son, Alonzo G., Winter Park; daughters, Helen C. Hardt, Hyannis, Mass., Mexcye E. 

Ray, Winter Park; five grandchildren; two great-grandchildren. Golden’s Funeral Home, Winter 

Park.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/231606411/?article=8a99109d-af3b-46c5-97c1-eb5cee379f51
https://www.newspapers.com/image/231606411/?article=8a99109d-af3b-46c5-97c1-eb5cee379f51
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Alonzo Featured in Article About Hannibal Square 
 

Michael McLeod and Sherri M. Owens, “A New Hannibal Square,” Orlando Sentinel, March 19, 

2000. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/235683422/?terms=Alonzo%20Roberts 

 

Transcription:  

 

(The article is several pages long; it discusses the development of the Hannibal Square 

neighborhood in Winter Park, and how the historically black community is being slowly altered 

by the encroachment of new homes and businesses. Alonzo Roberts is featured on the final page 

of the article.) 

 

 “Just across the street from Dexter’s is another one of the few remaining bastions of the 

old neighborhood. Alonzo Roberts and James Chandler run a barbershop at the corner of New 

England and Pennsylvania. Through their wraparound, picture windows, they see it all, looking 

out onto Shady Park on one side of the street, Dexter’s on the other. 

 The men have been partners for more than 40 years, all of it spent cutting hair in 

Hannibal Square. They’ve seen the Big C come and go. They’ve battled with Bellows, who 

offended them by suggesting a shoeshine stand be placed outside their door, a remark they took 

as a racial slur. Their shop is decorated with a picture of Martin Luther King, a poster of Allen 

Iverson and a depiction of the last supper in which Jesus Christ and all the apostles are black. 

 Neither one of them has plans to walk across the street for lunch at Dexter’s anytime 

soon. 

 “Not my cup of tea,” says Chandler, who filed an unsuccessful lawsuit charging that the 

city and Bellows were in a conspiracy to drive blacks out of Hannibal Square, “Not my poison.” 

 Roberts puts the finishing touches on a young man’s fade. He looks out the picture 

window and tries to think of something positive to say. 

 “The way it is now, it looks nice,” he concedes. “But it’s not Hannibal Square anymore.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/235683422/?terms=Alonzo%20Roberts
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Alonzo Featured in Article About Gentrification 
 

Lydia Polgreen, “Upscale Changes Threaten Diversity,” Orlando Sentinel, April 8, 2002. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/270122263/?match=1&clipping_id=143894478 

 

Transcription:  

 

 “WINTER PARK—From his barbershop on Pennsylvania Avenue, Alonzo Roberts has a 

lonely view of the city’s newly redesigned Shady Park. Down the street from his modest Swoope 

Avenue home, a brand new house that will sell for nearly $200,000 is rising from ground that 

hasn’t been built on in more than a generation. 

 You’d think Roberts would be happy about the nascent rebirth of the neighborhood he 

has called home for all of his 79 years. But both the revamped park and new home are part of a 

trend that worries him. 

 “A lot of the old folks are leaving the neighborhood,” Roberts said, leaning back in one 

of his shop's antique barber chairs. “If they go, I’ll have to go, too.” 

 The fear that commercial and upscale residential development will force out residents of 

the city’s historically black west side has mobilized a loose coalition of people who are working 

to protect its history and ensure its future as a diverse community…” 

 

(The article is continued on a later page that can be found below.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/270122263/?match=1&clipping_id=143894478
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Alonzo Featured in Article About Gentrification 
 

Lydia Polgreen, “Historic Black Area is Prime Real Estate,” Orlando Sentinel, April 8, 2002. 
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Alonzo Featured in Article About Gentrification 
 

Lydia Polgreen, “Nonresidents Join Heritage Battle,” Orlando Sentinel, April 8, 2002. 
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Melinese Roberts (Alonzo’s Wife) Obituary 
 

“Obituaries, Services, Memorials,” Orlando Sentinel, August 30, 2012. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/268148007/?match=1&article=8edc3e5f-18ec-46ca-be4f-

aac99980d9e3 

 

Transcription:  

 

“M. ROBERTS, ELINESE S. EDWARDS, of Winter Park passed away on August 23, 2012. 

Melinese retired from the City of Winter Park Police Department with over 40 years of public 

service and was a member of the Fraternal Order of Police, Lodge 64. Melinese was a lifelong 

member of Ward Chapel AME Church of Winter Park. She served as President of the Voices of 

Ward Choir for approximately 35 years. She was a member of the Steward Board, past member 

of the Rosa Coleman Usher board; member of the Pulpit Aid Board; Sunday School and Bible 

Class member and a member of the Ideal Woman’s Club of Winter Park, FL. Melinese leaves to 

cherish her memory: husband Alonzo Gerard Roberts; son Kevin Alonzo Roberts; daughter 

Mexcye Candis Roberts; sisters Mamie Frances Freeman, Geraldine Simmons; brothers 

Theophalis Simmons (Dora), Leondrous Simmons (Hazel), Curtis Simmons (Mattie); sister-in-

law Mexcye E. Ray and a host of relatives and friends. The viewing will be from 6-8PM Friday, 

August 31, 2012 at Golden’s Funeral Home located at 210 N. Penn. Avenue, Winter Park, FL. 

Funeral services will be held at 12PM on Saturday, September 1, 2012 at Ward Chapel AME 

Church located at 160 S. Penn. Avenue, Winter Park, FL, 32789.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/268148007/?match=1&article=8edc3e5f-18ec-46ca-be4f-aac99980d9e3
https://www.newspapers.com/image/268148007/?match=1&article=8edc3e5f-18ec-46ca-be4f-aac99980d9e3
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Article on Alonzo’s Wife Melinese 
 

Jon Busdeker, “She Patrolled Park Avenue With A Smile,” Orlando Sentinel, September 2, 

2012. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/268119863/?terms=mexcye%20roberts&match=1&clipping

_id=65814978 

 

Transcription:  

 

 “Stay too long in a spot along Park Avenue in Winter Park, and Melinese Roberts would 

be there to issue a parking citation. 

 A longtime fixture on the city’s iconic street, Roberts, a parking-enforcement officer who 

patrolled the downtown area in a three-wheeled vehicle, spent 40 years with the Police 

Department. 

 “She loved that job,” said her daughter, Mexcye Roberts of Winter Park. “She did it with 

a smile.” 

 Roberts, of Winter Park, died Aug. 23 of complications from ovarian cancer. She was 79. 

 Born in Georgia, Roberts grew up in Winter Park, attending Winter Park Elementary and 

later Hungerford High School in Eatonville. After graduating, Roberts enrolled in a beauty 

school, where she was a talented student, said her husband, Alonzo Roberts, 89. 

 She would “teach when the teacher was absent,” he said…” 

 

(The remainder of the article details the way Melinese carried herself during her duties.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/268119863/?terms=mexcye%20roberts&match=1&clipping_id=65814978
https://www.newspapers.com/image/268119863/?terms=mexcye%20roberts&match=1&clipping_id=65814978
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Alonzo In Article About Historical Preservation 
 

Anika Myers Palm, “‘Sage Project’ Tells Stories of Hannibal Square’s Elders,” Orlando 

Sentinel, May 13, 2012. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/269559166/?clipping_id=21004743 

 

Transcription:  

 

(The first section of the article discusses the ‘Sage Project’, a history exhibit at the Hannibal 

Square Heritage Center in Winter Park that spotlights elders of the community.) 

 

 “...Alonzo “Trick” Roberts, born in 1922 in Winter Park, said he hadn’t been able to 

decide whether to be a barber or an undertaker until the day he actually went into a barbershop to 

try that work. 

 “On the first day in the barbershop, I went in there on a Friday afternoon and made 

$12.50, and that’s what men were making a week!” he told Livingston. At the time, a haircut was 

25 cents. 

 “You couldn’t tell me anything then,” he said. “That’s how I became a barber…” 

 

(The remainder of the article features anecdotes from other elders participating in the Sage 

Project. Above the article is also a photo of Roberts posing in front of his barbershop. The 

caption under that photo reads as follows:) 

 

 “Alonzo “Trick” Roberts, left, and Rose Charlton Bynum are participants in The Sage 

Project, which captures the stories and voices of some of the oldest residents of Winter Park’s 

historically black west-side Hannibal Square community.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/269559166/?clipping_id=21004743


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
25 

Alonzo At 6th Annual Winter Park Veteran’s Day Celebration 
 

“Honoring Our Veterans,” Orlando Sentinel, November 12, 2016. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/269086965/?match=1&clipping_id=145420778 

 

Transcription:  

 

(The photo depicts Roberts at the 6th Annual Winter Park Veteran’s Day Celebration, sitting in a 

row with others. The caption reads as follows:) 

 

“World War II Army veteran Alonzo Roberts, 94, second from right, takes in the sixth annual 

Winter Park Veteran’s Day Celebration on Friday at the Winter Park Community Center.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/269086965/?match=1&clipping_id=145420778
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Alonzo Roberts’ Interview for the UCF Veterans History Project 
 

Alonzo Roberts, interviewed by Andrew Ortiz for the University of Central Florida’s Veterans 

History Project, Winter Park, Florida, August 31, 2017, 

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/veteransoralhistories/564/.  

 

Log:  
 

0.01 No audio; 2:37 Audio is turned on; 2:40 History of Winter Park, FL; 5:25 His Grandfather one of the 

first men to settle in Winter Park, FL; 6:05 Settlers of Winter Park; 7:05 History of outside cities of 

Winter Park; 8:14 Grandfather's property; 09:30 Other property owners of Winter Park; 10:10 First 

church started in Winter Park; 11:55 His parents separating; 13:11 People in the community helping one 

another; 13:30 Grandfather built his home; 14:11 His birth inside the home; 14:28 Development of 

Winter Park; 16:11 Getting his Social Security Number at age 17; 17:30 Working on an orange grove; 

18:25 Working at Lake mount Dairy; 21:25 Shining shoes on park avenue; 22:45 Difference in currency 

from growing up and now; 23:10 Being a waiter at a restaurant; 24:15 Drafted into the military during 

World War II; 24:35 Listening to the radio when war was declared on Japan; 25:45 Drafted into the US 

Army at the age of 19; 27:25 Inducted into the Army February 7th 1943; 28:16 Praying he would not be 

sent to Mississippi or Georgia; 28:44 Segregation in Mississippi; 29:30 African American troops told not 

to go outside without an MP present; 30:57 Transferred to Camp Shelby; 31:25 Being a cook at Camp 

Shelby; 33:20 Transferred from cook to Quarter Master; 34:30 Injured his knee and put in the hospital for 

39 days; 36:40 Shipping out to the Pacific by boat; 40:55 Transferring from ship to shore; 41:45 Living 

conditions on the beach; 43:10 Marines training on the island; 43:39 Transferred to a Marine Unit; 44:00 

Sent to Guadalcanal with the Marine Unit; 44:50 5 battle stars for being in combat zone; 45:00 Combat 

situation on Guadalcanal; 45:30 Marines situation on Guadalcanal; 47:43 P-51 and P-61 landing on air 

crafts; 48:45 Marines boarding ship; 49:50 Taking what Marines left on the island; 51:55 Black Marines 

were used as stretcher carriers; 53:00 Guadalcanal preparations; 54:45 Battle of Guadalcanal; 58:35 

Lucky that he was sent to Guam; 1:01:55 In Cebu, Philippines; 1:04:30 Build up to the Atomic Bomb 

dropping; 1:07:00 Aftermath of atomic bombs dropped; 1:08:55 Loss of life at Guadalcanal; 1:09:55 

Discusses how Marine are trained and the effect when they come home; 1:12:55 Why Black men were 

not trusted to be in an infantry role; 1:13:10 President Eisenhower one the best Presidents ever; 1:14:40 

Shipping back home from the Pacific; 1:18:15 Discusses how he doesn't want to be on ocean water gain; 

1:20:10 Date of discharge from the Army; 1:21:15 His occupation after leaving the Army; 1:25:45 House 

Phone Rings/ Interview is paused; 1:25:57 Interview starts again/ Working for a family; 1:27:19 Being a 

barber; 1:27:35 Being a school bus driver for 27 years; 1:28:00 Barbershop that he used to own is still a 

barber shop today; 1:29:45 People come ask him about the history of Winter Park; 1:30:50 His book that 

he is writing about his life and Winter Park; 1:32:00 Wants no part of the ocean, wants to stay on land; 

1:34:10 Enjoying life; 1:35:13 Conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/veteransoralhistories/564/
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Alonzo Roberts Veterans Gravesite 
 

“U.S., Veterans’ Gravesites, ca.1775-2019,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 

15, 2024), entry for Alonzo G Roberts, Bushnell, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8266821:8750 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8266821:8750


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
28 

 

Alonzo Roberts’ Headstone in Florida National Cemetery 
 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Alonzo G Roberts, photograph, 2024, Florida 

National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL. 
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Alonzo Robert’s Wife’s Headstone in Florida National Cemetery 
 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Melinese S Roberts, photograph, 2024, Florida 

National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL. 


