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Please note that news articles published online often exist behind paywalls and require a 

subscription to access digitally. We have provided links, but have not reproduced them here. 

Similarly, many families have created remembrance pages. Again, we have provided links, when 

applicable, but have not reproduced any images without express written permission from the 

family. 

*The rank listed here matches the rank that appears on the Veteran’s headstone. However, it is 

possible he achieved a higher rank as noted in his obituary.
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Arthur’s Mother in the 1930 United States Census 
 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 15, 2023), entry for Alfreda Stanford, 

Somerville, Middlesex, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/662010:6224 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/662010:6224
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Marriage Index of Arthur’s Parents 
 

“Massachusetts, U.S., Marriage Index, 1901-1955 and 1966-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 15, 2023), entry 

for Alfreda Stanford and David William Abbott, Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4156556:2966 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4156556:2966
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Arthur’s Father’s Declaration of Intention for Naturalization 
 

“Massachusetts, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed July 15, 2023), entry for David William Abbott, Boston, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1688626:2361  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1688626:2361
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Massachusetts Birth Index 
 

“Massachusetts, U.S., Birth Index, 1860-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 

15, 2023), entry for Arthur Ray Abbott, Boston, Massachusetts. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2191065:3928  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2191065:3928
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Arthur’s Father’s Petition for Naturalization 
 

“Massachusetts, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed July 15, 2023), entry for David William Abbott, Boston, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1688626:2361  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1688626:2361
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1940 United States Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 15, 

2023), entry for Arthur Abbott, Cambridge, Middlesex, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/96045969:2442

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/96045969:2442
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Arthur’s Father’s World War II Draft Registration Card 
 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 15, 2023), entry for David 

William Abbott, Somerville, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/195759256:2238 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/195759256:2238
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Arthur’s Mother’s Petition for Naturalization 
 

“Massachusetts, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed June 15, 2023), entry for Alfreda Abbott, Boston, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2077602:2361  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2077602:2361
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1950 United States Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 15, 

2023), entry for Arthur R Abbott, Somerville, Middlesex, Massachusetts. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/157231544:62308  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/157231544:62308
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Death of Arthur’s Father 

 
“50-Yr.-Old David Abbott Formerly a Shipfitter,” Boston Globe, January 16, 1961.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/433009530/?match=1&terms=david%20abbott  

 

Transcription: 

 

“The Somerville wife of a veteran maintenance worker aboard Texas Tower No. 4 

collapsed and was placed under medical care this morning when she heard of the tragedy off the 

New Jersey coast. 

She is Mrs. David Abbott, of 30 Warren av., whose husband had been on the tower for 

the past two weeks. 

Abbott, a welder and shipfitter, had the longest work record of all civilian employees on 

the Texas Towers. 

He worked on the first one that was placed off Georges Banks on June 2, 1955, and 

remained as a member of the permanent maintenance crew of these radar islands ever since. 

The 50-year-old Abbott narrowly escaped death in 1954 when as a shipfitter at 

Charlestown Navy Yard he toppled 35 feet into a ship’s hold after a temporary scaffolding 

collapsed. 

He had been on every one of the steel islands during his career as a tower maintenance 

worker. 

Abbott was the father of six children, David Jr., 31; Arthur, 22, a seaman in the navy; 

Donald, 21, in the Air Force stationed at Otis Air Force Base on Cape Cod; Earl, 18; Robert, 16, 

and Mrs. Dorothy Harrington, of Billerica. 

Arthur was at home with his mother and Donald was reported en route home today. 

When Mrs. Abbott collapsed, one of the family phoned police who notified Dr. Irving L. 

Kushner, of Broadway, Somerville. The physician gave Mrs. Abbott a sedative. 

Members of the family said they had called the firm of Steers, Morrison and Knudson of 

New York City which maintains the towers, but were unable to gain any information.”  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/433009530/?match=1&terms=david%20abbott
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1964 Waltham City Directory  
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 15, 2023), 

entry for Arthur R Abbott, Waltham, Massachusetts. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/517884077:2469 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/517884077:2469
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Classified Advertisement for Arthur’s Printing Company 
 

“Abbott Printing,” Orlando Sentinel, March 29, 1998. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-orlando-sentinel/126840464/   

 

Transcription: 

 

“Abbott Printing, one of Central Florida’s fastest growing commercial printers is looking for an 

experienced sales person. To qualify, you must have a minimum of one year experience in 

selling commercial printing in the Orlando Market.  

Abbott offers: 

- Good Starting Pay 

- Unlimited Potential 

- Paid Health Insurance 

- 401K Program 

- Paid Holidays 

If you have the experience and the desire to succeed fax your resume to Abbott Printing Co.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-orlando-sentinel/126840464/
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Alfreda Abbott (Arthur’s Mother) Obituary 

 
“Deaths–Alfreda Abbott,” Boston Globe, September 12, 2003.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/442861617/?match=1&terms=alfreda%20abbott  

 

Transcription: 

 

“ABBOTT, Alfreda (Stanford)–of Arizona, 94 years, born in Newfoundland Feb. 8, 1909, died 

August 15, 2003. Beloved wife of the late David W. Abbott who was lost at sea on 15 January 

1961 in the Texas Tower #4 Tragedy. She is survived by Dorothy Harrington, Youngtown, AZ; 

David W. Abbott Jr., Sun City, AZ; Arthur, Lady Lake, FL; Donald, Malden, MA; Earl, Nashua, 

NH; and Robert, Oxford, NC. Also survived by grand, great-grand & great-great-grandchildren.” 

 

(The article then gives information for the funeral service.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/442861617/?match=1&terms=alfreda%20abbott
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Arthur Ray Abbott Sr. Memorial 

 
“Arthur Ray Abbott Obituary,” Legacy, November 29, 2022, accessed June 15, 2023, 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/arthur-abbott-obituary?id=38252438. 

 

 

Transcription: 

 

“Arthur “Art” Ray Abbott Sr. age 84, of The Villages passed away peacefully at his home 

November 27, 2022, from complications due to Alzheimer’s. 

Arthur was born on February 22, 1938, in Boston, MA to parents David and Alefreda Abbott. He 

was the beloved Husband to Carolyn (Lackie) Abbott and Father to sons Arthur Jr. (Joan), 

Steven (Barbara), David (Caron), William Abbott and daughter Cheryl Johnston (Thomas), 

brother to Earl Abbott, and Grandpa to thirteen grandchildren and sixteen great grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents David and Alfreda Abbott, brothers David, Donald, and 

Robert Abbott and sister Dorothy Harrington. 

After graduating from Trade School, he joined the Navy and became a First-Class Lithographer. 

Upon leaving the Navy he moved his family to Phoenix, Arizona where he started his printing 

company Palm Printing. Art was also well known to the Phoenix racing community at Manzanita 

Speedway in the 70’s because of his publication and for a few years he even raced cars there that 

he built himself. 

Art was a very motivated, hard-working entrepreneur and a great salesman. He utilized those 

skills and along with his wife and children started Abbott Printing in Orlando, FL (now Abbott 

Communications Group) of which he was extremely proud of and loved to visit after his 

retirement. 

Perhaps, Arthur’s greatest feat was marrying his teen-age sweetheart, Carolyn (Lackie) Abbott. 

They were married for 64 wonderful years and shared a devoted life together. 

Art spent much of his retirement enjoying fishing while living on the St. Johns River. He 

especially enjoyed helping his grandkids catch fish with cane poles, golfing in The Villages, and 

traveling with his sweetheart, Carolyn. Anyone who knew Art knew he was the most loving 

Husband, Father, and Grandpa a family could ask for. Art really loved his family and was super 

proud of all of them. He will be deeply missed by all. 

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday December 3, 2022 from 1pm to 4pm. Funeral service 

start at 2pm. Location is Baldwin Brothers 3990 SR 44 Wildwood, Florida 34785. 

The family requests in lieu of flowers, a donation to Cystic Fibrosis Foundation or Alzheimer’s 

Association. Notes can be sent to the family.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/arthur-abbott-obituary?id=38252438


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
16 

 

Arthur Abbott Sr’s Headstone in Florida National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Arthur R Abbott Sr, photograph, 2023, Florida 

National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL.  

 


