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Marriage of Dorothy’s Parents 

 

“England & Wales, Civil Registration Marriage Index, 1837-1915,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed August 13, 2024), entry for Walter Ditchburn and Mary Mann. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8013848:8913 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8013848:8913
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Birth Index 

 

“England & Wales, Civil Registration Birth Index, 1837-1915,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed August 13, 2024), entry for Dorothy Ditchburn, Portsea Island, 

Hampshire, England. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42606345:8912  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42606345:8912
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1901 England Census 

 

“1901 England Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed August 13, 2024), entry for Dorothy Dickburn, London, England. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15633703:7814  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15633703:7814
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Arrival in New York From England (Page 1 of 2)  
 

“New York, U.S., Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1957,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: 

accessed August 14, 2024), entry for Dorothy Mary Ditchburn. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4008452289:7488  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4008452289:7488
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Arrival in New York From England (Page 2 of 2)  
 

“New York, U.S., Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1957,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: 

accessed August 14, 2024), entry for Dorothy Mary Ditchburn. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4008452289:7488 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4008452289:7488
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1915 New York State  

 

“New York State Census, 1915,” database, FamilySearch (familysearch.org: accessed August 

14, 2024), entry for Dorothy Ditchbuan, Queens, New York City, New York. 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K9GZ-YQK 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K9GZ-YQK
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Death of Dorothy’s Father  
 

“New York, New York, U.S., Extracted Death Index, 1862-1948,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed August 14, 2024), 

entry for Walter Ditchburn, Manhattan, New York. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2177972:9131 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2177972:9131
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Petition For Naturalization  

 

“New York, County Naturalization Records, 1791-1980,” database, FamilySearch 

(familysearch.org: accessed August 14, 2024), entry for Dorothy Ditchburn.  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPZJ-6FZ2

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPZJ-6FZ2
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World War I Military Service 

 

“New York, U.S., Abstracts of World War I Military Service, 1917-1919,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed August 14, 

2024), entry for Dorothy Ditchburn, New York City, New York.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16816:3030 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16816:3030
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Dorothy Reunited With Her Sister 

 

“Two Sisters Reunited After Varied Careers, 40 Years, Ocean Apart,” Tampa Bay Times, June 

21, 1959. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/314977962/?match=1&terms=dorothy%20ditchburn  

 

Transcription: 

 

“Two sisters, one American born with a British accent, and the other British-born with a 

trace of New York twang, were reunited recently on Redington Shores after 40 years. 

 Mrs. Dorothy Stephens, staying at the Hendry Apartments, 178 C St., was 18 when she 

saw her mother and 4-year-old sister, Muriel Ditchburn leave for England in 1919. Dorothy, her 

parents, and brother, Ernest, had come from Peterborough, Northamptonshire, England, to New 

York where Muriel was born. 

 But after Mr. Ditchburn’s death in 1915, his wife decided to return to England as soon as 

possible. So Mrs. Ditchburn and Muriel were on the first boat out of New York harbor after the 

close of World War I, leaving behind Ernest, employed in Chester, Pa., and Dorothy, a member 

of the U.S. Navy.  

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 

 The attractive, eldest Ditchburn sister graduated with honors from Columbia University 

on a music scholarship, and then sang in New York operettas. Upon her marriage to a naval 

officer, John Stephens, Mrs. Stephens moved with him to California. After Stephens’ death, 

Dorothy moved to Florida where she became assistant editor of the Dunedin Times…” 

 

(The article then discusses Muriel’s life in England as well as the sights they have seen since her 

arrival in Florida.) 

  

 “However the Ditchburn family reunion story is not quite complete. The sisters would 

still like to locate their brother, Ernest, who was last heard of when he was employed by Sun 

Shipping Co., Chester, Pa. Muriel would like her brother to contact her at No. 7 Farne Close, 

Birdham, Chichester, Sussex, England. 

 If Ernest can be found, the sisters believe this will make the perfect ending for the 

Ditchburn reunion.” 

 

(The article is accompanied by a photograph of the two sisters.) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/314977962/?match=1&terms=dorothy%20ditchburn
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Dorothy Stephens Obituary  
 

“Deaths in Tampa Area–Mrs. Dorothy D. Stephens,” Tampa Tribune, January 10, 1961.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/331110252/?match=1&terms=dorothy%20ditchburn  

 

Transcription: 

  

“BAY PINES, Jan. 9–Mrs. Dorothy Ditchburn Stephens, 61, World War I veteran, died 

yesterday in Veterans Hospital here. A native of Portsmouth, England, Mrs. Stephens moved to 

Seminole seven years ago from New Jersey. She was a retired secretary and a Protestant. 

Survivors include her sister, Miss Muriel Ditchburn, Sussex, England.”  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/331110252/?match=1&terms=dorothy%20ditchburn
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Military Headstone Application 
 

“U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1861-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed August 14, 2024), entry 

for Dorothy Ditchburn Stephens, Bay Pines, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/124020:2375 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/124020:2375
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Dorothy Stephens Veterans Gravesite 
 

“US, Veterans’ Gravesites, ca.1775-2019,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed August 14, 

2024), entry for Dorothy Ditchburn Stephens, Bay Pines National Cemetery.  

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/710982910/stephens-dorothy-ditchburn-us-veterans-gravesites-

ca1775-2019 

https://www.fold3.com/record/710982910/stephens-dorothy-ditchburn-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019
https://www.fold3.com/record/710982910/stephens-dorothy-ditchburn-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019
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Dorothy Stephens’ Headstone in Bay Pines National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Dorothy D Stephens, photograph, 2023, Bay Pines National Cemetery, St. Petersburg, 

FL.  


