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*Please note that news articles published online often exist behind paywalls and require a subscription to access 

digitally.  We have provided links, but have not reproduced them here.  Similarly, many families have created 

remembrance pages.  Again, we have provided links, but have not reproduced any images without express 

written permission from the family. 
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1950 Federal Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 13, 2023), entry for 

Gerard Abbett, Randolph, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/158772425:62308    

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/158772425:62308
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1952 USNS Henry Gibbins Passenger 
 

“U.S., Departing Passenger and Crew Lists, 1914-1966,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 13, 

2023), entry for Gerard Abbett, New York, New York.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60882/images/42155_333332-01704  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60882/images/42155_333332-01704
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1952 Arrival Record 
 

“Massachusetts, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: 

accessed June 13, 2023), entry for Gerard Abbett, Chicopee, Massachusetts.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8745/images/41260_322731-01365  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8745/images/41260_322731-01365


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
5 

PFC Abbett Wounded in Vietnam News Article 
 

“PFC Abbett Wounded in Vietnam,” Capital (Annapolis, MD), November 6, 1967, 17. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-capital/126279250/   

 

This article by The Capital published November 6, 1967 focuses on PFC Abbett being wounded in Vietnam. It 

states, “Pfc. Gerard F. Abbett, 19 formerly of Annapolis, was wounded in South Vietnam recently, where he 

had served for three months, it was learned from a Department of Defense communique. Abbett, son of Mrs. 

Bernard R. King, of 268 Hilltop La., suffered from a shrapnel in the elbow when an enemy hand grenade 

exploded, the letter said. The young soldier, who entered the service last March, is serving with the 199th 

Infantry.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-capital/126279250/
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Combat Badge News Article 
 

“Abbett Gets Combat Badge in Vietnam,” The Capital, December 26, 1967, 12. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-capital/126279327/  

 

This article by The Capital published December 26, 1967 focuses on Abbett receiving a combat badge in 

Vietnam. The article states, “The Combat Infantryman Badge, mark of distinction for the fighting soldier, was 

awarded to PFC Gerard F. Abbett in Vietnam. Pvt. Abbett, son of Mrs. Dorothea L. Abbett, is assigned to 

Company B, 2nd Battalion of the 199th Infantry Brigade’s 3rd Infantry as a machine gunner. CIBS have been 

awarded since late in World War II for sustained contact against an enemy in ground action. The badge is a blue 

rectangle with a silver rifle mounted on it and a curved wreath at the top. Subsequent awards are represented by 

stars… in the center of the wreath. Pvt. Abbett’s father, Theodore H. Abbett, lives at 151 Walden St., 

Cambridge, Mass.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-capital/126279327/
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Gerard Abbett and Lorraine Corcione Marriage Index 
 

“California, U.S., Marriage Index, 1960-1985,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 13, 2023), 

entry for Gerard Abbett, El Dorado, California.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1144/images/vrmusaca1970_0023_18_k-0266  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1144/images/vrmusaca1970_0023_18_k-0266
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Tet Re-Enactment News Article 
 

“A Place That Gives People Purpose,” Tampa Tribune, February 4, 2008, 18. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126279826/  

 

This article by The Tampa Tribune published February 4, 2008 focuses on Project Return. The article explains 

this project, saying, “For 25 years, Project Return has helped thousands with mental health issues. The center 

offers low-cost housing and free training and counseling to its clients- along with hope.” It also specifically 

cites Abbett, explaining that he joined the Army right after high school and served in the Mekong Delta. He 

explains that when he came back from the war, he was met with criticism and he appreciates this event because 

it shows people respect his service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126279826/
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Vietnam Vets PTSD News Article 
 

“Vietnam Viets Finally Find Help for Old Scars,” Tampa Bay Times, August 25, 2008, 3. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/tampa-bay-times/126280122/  

 

This article by The Tampa Bay Times published August 25, 2008 focuses on Vietnam veterans seeking mental 

health help after service. The article says, “It took nearly 30 years before Gerard Abbett could bring himself to 

enter the VA hospital’s mental health clinic, to walk past the discreet little sign that says PTSD (for post-

traumatic stress disorder) and sit patiently in a chair beneath the sign that reads: ‘It takes the courage and 

strength of a soldier to ask for help.’ The men in the clinic are not damaged young warriors just back from 

Afghanistan and Iraq. They are graying. They are balding and bespectacled. And like Abbett, 59, they have only 

recently begun to deal with the psychological wounds they sustained in Vietnam.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/tampa-bay-times/126280122/
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Tet Offensive Re-Enactment News Article 
 

“Tet Offensive Remembered in Tampa Re-Enactment,” Tampa Tribune, February 1, 2009, 16. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126280001/  

 

This article by The Tampa Tribune published February 1, 2009 focuses on a display with historical re-enactors 

and artifacts to commemorate the TET offensive in the Vietnam War. Abbett is quoted multiple times in this 

article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126280001/
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Purple Heart Flag News Article 
 

“If You’re Downtown,” Tampa Tribune, August 6, 2012, 17. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126281006/  

 

This article by The Tampa Tribune published August 6, 2012 focuses on National Purple Heart Day. The article 

cites Abbett, saying, “Pushed for by Vietnam veterans like Dave Braun, ombudsman for the Hillsborough 

County Veterans Council, and by Gerard Abbett, a Purple Heart recipient, the idea got the backing of County 

Commissioner Mark Sharpe, who introduced a resolution last week making Hillsborough a Purple Heart 

County.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126281006/
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Veterans Day Ceremony News Article 
 

“Tampa Ceremony Honors Vietnam War Veterans,” Tampa Tribune, March 24, 2013, 20. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126279937/  

 

This article by The Tampa Tribune published March 24, 2013 focuses on the third annual Welcome Home 

Vietnam Veterans Day ceremony. The article cites Abbett, saying, “Gerard Abbett received free beers at the 

airport, but attitude from acquaintances back in Cambridge, Mass.” This is in reference to the difficult time 

many Vietnam Veterans had adjusting to life back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126279937/
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Fourth of July Parade News Article 
 

“Parade a Family Tradition,” Tampa Tribune, July 5, 2014, 19. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126280075/  

 

This article by The Tampa Tribune published July 5, 2014 focuses on a local Fourth of July parade. The article 

references Abbett, “For Gerard Abbett, 65, the parade was a time to reflect. A Vietnam Veteran who was 

wounded three times and received two Purple Heart medals, Abbett says the parade is a sign of how much 

things have changed since 1968, when he returned to Cambridge, Mass, from the war. ‘We were not treated 

very well,’ said Abbett, a parade volunteer. ‘It’s very nice to see all the support for the troops today.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126280075/
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National Purple Heart Day News Article 
 

“When I was a kid,” Tampa Tribune, August 4, 2014, 16. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126281036/  

 

This article by The Tampa Tribune published August 4, 2014 focuses on National Purple Heart Day. The article 

mentions Abbett, saying, “Abbett has helped lead the charge to gain local recognition of the medal, with 

Tampa, Plant City, Temple Terrace, and Hillsborough County.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-tampa-tribune/126281036/
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Veterans Day News Article 
 

“50 years later, a warm welcome for Vietnam veterans,” Observer News, April 1, 2015 (accessed June 13, 

2023).  

 

https://www.observernews.net/2015/04/01/50-years-later-a-warm-welcome-for-vietnam-veterans/  

 

This article by The Observer News published April 1, 2015 focuses on the negative reactions many Vietnam 

Veterans received after coming back from war and the difference in the way they are honored today. In the 

article, Abbett explains, “People who we thought were over there preserving their rights kind of took ours away. 

They watched TV and formed an opinion on Vietnam based on that, but that was not the reality of it.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.observernews.net/2015/04/01/50-years-later-a-warm-welcome-for-vietnam-veterans/
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Gerard Francis Abbett Public Records Index 
 

“U.S., Index to Public Records, 1994-2019,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed June 13, 

2023), entry for Gerard Francis Abbett. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112610:62209  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112610:62209
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Veterans Day News Article 
 

“Veterans honored at Hillsborough County Veteran’s Day service,” WFLA, November 11, 2021 (accessed June 

13, 2023).  

 

https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/veterans-honored-at-hillsborough-county-veterans-day-

service/  

 

This article by WFLA published November 11, 2021 focuses on a Veteran’s Day celebration at Veteran’s 

Memorial Park in Hillsborough County. The article quotes Abbett, where he talks about his experience in 

Vietnam that earned him two Purple Hearts. The article explains, “When he returned to Tampa, Abbett began to 

help other veterans. He became the post commander of American Legion Post 5 and would eventually be asked 

to work on a purple heart monument for Veteran’s Memorial Park. ‘I wanted to honor my friends that I left. Not 

for me. It’s to honor all of the million, over a million people that have shed their blood for this country.’ said 

Abbett.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/veterans-honored-at-hillsborough-county-veterans-day-service/
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/veterans-honored-at-hillsborough-county-veterans-day-service/


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
18 

Gerard F. Abbett Obituary 
 

“Gerard F. Abbett Obituary,” Legacy, accessed June 13, 2023.  

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/militarytimes/name/gerard-abbett-obituary?id=32885020  

 

This obituary published by Legacy.com on February 10, 2022 focuses on the life and death of Gerard F. Abbett. 

The article cites his time in Vietnam, saying, “After graduation he volunteered to join the US Army. He was 

sent to Vietnam, where he became his Captain's radio chief and right hand man. Sergeant Gerard F. Abbett 

served with B Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry, 199th (Separate) (Light) Brigade (Old Guard) in the 

Mekong Delta, Republic of South Vietnam from August 1967-August 1968. Sergeant Abbett was combat 

wounded in October 1967 & in July 1968 and received two Purple Hearts.” It also discusses his activism after 

the war as a Veterans’ advocate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/militarytimes/name/gerard-abbett-obituary?id=32885020
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Gerard Francis Abbett Veterans Legacy Memorial 
 

“Gerard Francis Abbett,” Veterans Legacy Memorial, accessed June 13, 2023. 

 

https://www.vlm.cem.va.gov/GERARDFRANCISABBETT/9f7713  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vlm.cem.va.gov/GERARDFRANCISABBETT/9f7713
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Gerard Abbett’s Headstone in Florida National Cemetery 
 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Gerard Francis Abbett, photograph, 2023, Florida National 

Cemetery, Bushnell, FL. 

 

 


