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Josephine’s Father in the 1920 United States Federal Census 
 

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 12, 2023), entry for Emerick Hikec, Chicago, Illinois.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15047922:6061

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15047922:6061
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Marriage Index for Josephine’s Parents 
 

“Cook County, Illinois Marriage Indexes, 1912-1942,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 12, 

2023), entry for Christina Banfic and Emerick Hikec.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29614:2273 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29614:2273
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Naturalization Records for Josephine’s Mother 
 

“New York, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1794-1943,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, 

accessed June 12, 2023), entry for Christina Hikec.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6596822:2280 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6596822:2280
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1930 United States Federal Census 
 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 12, 2023), entry for Josephine Hikec, New York City, New 

York.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/44966725:6224 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/44966725:6224
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1940 United States Federal Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 12, 2023), entry for Josephine Hikec, Passaic, New Jersey.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/131945772:2442 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/131945772:2442
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Josephine Hikec Joins Women Marines 
 

“Miss Josephine Hikec Joins Women Marines,” The Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), Mar 26, 1943, 10.  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/553010940/ 

 
Article Transcription: 

 

 “Miss Josephine Eva Hikec, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Emerick Hikec of 170 Buena Vista avenue, the 

first Hawthorne girl to enter the ranks of the Marine Corps, was sworn in last Monday after successfully passing 

her physical and mental qualification examinations. The ceremony took place at Marine headquarters, 33 Pine 

street, New York, and it is expected that she will be assigned to Hunter College, New York city, for training in 

the near future. 

Miss Hikec is a graduate of Eastside High School where she was one of a group of majorettes which 

won national honors at the Court of Peace at the New York World’s Fair in 1941. 

She is also a graduate of the Columbia School of Commerce of Paterson, and is now employed in 

Passaic with the U.S. Rubber Company in the payroll department. 

Hawthorne is proud of the honor accorded by the selection of Miss Hikec to this important duty and it is 

expected that she will lead the way for others to enter this new and most exciting of the armed forces to be 

opened to women. She expects to be called for duty sometime next month.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/553010940/
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Marine Corps Muster Rolls for Josephine Hikec (First Section) 
 

“U.S., Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 13, 2023), 

entry for Josephine Hikec.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20549175:1089  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20549175:1089
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Marine Corps Muster Rolls for Josephine Hikec (Second Section) 
 

“U.S., Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 13, 2023), 

entry for Josephine Hikec.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20549175:1089  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20549175:1089
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Farewell Party for Josephine Hikec 
 

“Miss Josephine Hikec, Marine Recruit, Is Given Party,” The Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), May 21, 1943, 22. 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/552786803/ 
 

This article is about a farewell party held for Josephine Hikec before she left for training.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/552786803/
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World War II Army Enlistment Records for Josephine’s Brother 
 

“WWII Army Enlistment Records,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed June 13, 2023), entry for Emerick J 

Hikec, New York City, New York. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/83679973/emerick-j-hikec-wwii-army-enlistment-records  
 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/83679973/emerick-j-hikec-wwii-army-enlistment-records
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Private Josephine Hikec Meets Dr. Irene Thomas 
 

“Pvt. Josephine Hikec Meets Dr. I. Thomas in North Carolina,” The Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), Jul 16, 1943, 

4. 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/552994196/  

 

This article details the meeting of Josephine Hikec and Dr. Irene Thomas, both from Hawthorne, NJ, after 

Josephine fainted at a military parade at Cherry Point, NC. Josephine serves as “a private secretary to Lieut. 

Colonel Rhoads, United States Marines” in Cherry Point, NC. Her brother, Emerick, has also been sworn into 

service.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/552994196/
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Josephine Hikec Promoted to Staff Sergeant 
 

“Josephine Hikec Staff Sergeant U.S.M.C.R.,” The Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), Nov 9, 1944, 8. 
 

 



 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
14 

 

World War II Hospital Admission Card Files for Josephine’s Brother 
 

“U.S. WWII Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed June 16, 2023), 

entry for Military Service Number 12226281. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/704109215/blank-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/704109215/blank-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954
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Three Hikecs Enjoy Furloughs in Borough 
 

“Three Hikecs Enjoy Furloughs in Borough,” The Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), May 3, 1945, 8. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/552953174/  

 

Article Transcription: 

 

 “Private First Class Emeric J. Hikec has reported back to the United States Army General Hospital at 

Camp Butner, North Carolina, after spending a 32-day furlough at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. 

Hikec, 170 Buena Vista avenue. 

 Private Hikec’s sister, Staff Sergt. Josephine Hikec, United States Marine Corps, was also home on a 10-

day furlough, and his cousin, T/5 Gloria Meadineo, WAC, also spent a 10-day furlough here. 

 Private First Class Hikec, who had participated in the bulge drive last year with Patton's Third Army, 

was reported slightly wounded on Dec. 30, 1944 in France and was hospitalized in England for two months. 

He arrived in the United States on Feb. 26 at Camp Shanks.  

While in Europe he was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge, the good conduct ribbon, and wears two 

stars for combat duty with the 87th Division. 

His present address follows: Private First Class Emerick J. Hikec, 12226281, United States Army 

Convalescent Hospital, General Hospital, Camp Butner, North Carolina.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/552953174/
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Josephine’s Brother’s World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 16, 2023), entry for Emerick John 

Hikec, Passaic, New Jersey. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/301839806:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/301839806:2238
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Josephine’s Brother’s World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 16, 

2023), entry for Emerick John Hikec, Passaic, New Jersey. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/301839806:2238 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/301839806:2238
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Josephine Hikec Betrothed to Andrew Fostek 
 

“Betrothed: Josephine Hikec,” Paterson Evening News, Jun 29, 1951, 10. 
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Josephine Hikec to Wed Andrew Fostek August 4, 1951  
 

“Miss Hikec Sets Bridal August 4,” The Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), Jul 18, 1951, 10. 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525856941/  

 

This article discusses the wedding plans for Josephine Hikec and Andrew Fosteck. It mentions that Andrew 

served with the Army for two years in the Pacific theater and Josephine served with the women’s branch of the 

Marines for two years.  

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525856941/
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Marriage Index for Josephine Hikec and Andrew Fostek 
 

“New Jersey, U.S., Marriage Index, 1901-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed June 16, 2023), 

entry for Josephine E Hikec, Passaic, New Jersey.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/902300465:61253  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/902300465:61253
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Obituary for Josephine’s Father 
 

“Emerick Hikec, Retired Officer Of Metal Firm,” Paterson News, Jun 14, 1965, 33. 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/530610735/  

 

Partial Article Transcription: 

 

 “Emerick Hikec, 69, of 170 Buena Vista Ave., died Saturday in Paterson General Hospital, after a long 

illness. He was the husband of the former Christina Bamfich. 

Born in Yugoslavia, he came here at the age of 17 and worked with his grandfather in St Louis, and in 

the coal mines of Illinois and the steel mills of Indiana. He came to Paterson in 1938 and founded the Metal Art 

Co., on Fifth Ave., and later was an officer in the Chrome Metal Co. Prior to his retirement he was the president 

of The Chrome Furniture Co…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/530610735/
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Obituary for Josephine “Josie” Fostek 
 

“Obituary for Josephine “Josie” Fostek,” Heritage Funeral and Cremation Service, May 2, 2015. 
 

https://www.heritageflagler.com/obituaries/Josephine-8220-Josie-8221-Fostek/#!/Obituary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.heritageflagler.com/obituaries/Josephine-8220-Josie-8221-Fostek/#!/Obituary
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Josephine Fostek’s Headstone in Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Josephine Fostek, photograph, 2023, Cape Canaveral National 

Cemetery, Mims, FL.  


