
 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lawrence Gordon Bowden 

 

1919 – 1944 

 
Private First Class: United States Army 

 
World War II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please note that news articles published online often exist behind paywalls and require a 

subscription to access digitally. We have provided links, but have not reproduced them here. 

Similarly, many families have created remembrance pages. Again, we have provided links, when 

applicable, but have not reproduced any images without express written permission from the 

family.



UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
2 

 
Lawrence’s Father in the 1901 England Census 

 

“1901 England Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for George Bowden, London, England. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21106864:7814 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21106864:7814
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Lawrence’s Mother in the 1901 Canada Census 
 

“1901 Census of Canada,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry 

for Edith Pennell, Toronto, Ontario. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8943250:8826

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8943250:8826
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Lawrence’s Father in the 1911 England Census 
 

“1911 England Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for George Bowden, London, England. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/480008:2352 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/480008:2352
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Lawrence’s Mother in the 1911 Canada Census 
 

“1911 Census of Canada,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Edith Pennell, Toronto, Ontario. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6437602:8947 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6437602:8947
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Marriage of Lawrence’s Parents 
 

“Ontario, Canada, Marriages, 1826-1940,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Gordon George 

Bowden, York, Ontario. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2507017:7921 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2507017:7921
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1921 Canada Census 
 

“1921 Census of Canada,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence Bowden, Toronto, 

Ontario. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3169902:8991 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3169902:8991
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Lawrence’s Mother’s US Border Crossing Manifest 
 

“Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Edith E Bowden, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523390:1070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523390:1070
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Lawrence’s Father’s US Border Crossing Manifest 
 

“Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for George Bowden, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523399:1070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523399:1070
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Lawrence’s US Border Crossing Manifest 
 

“Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence Bowden, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523429:1070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523429:1070
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Lawrence’s Brother John’s US Border Crossing Manifest 
 

“Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for John J Bowden, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523422:1070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523422:1070
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Lawrence’s Sister Ruth’s US Border Crossing Manifest 
 

“Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Ruth Evelyn Bowden, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523444:1070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523444:1070
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Lawrence’s Brother Norman’s US Border Crossing Manifest 
 

“Detroit, Michigan, U.S., Border Crossings and Passenger and Crew Lists, 1905-1963,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Norman R Bowden, Detroit, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523440:1070 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523440:1070
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1930 United States Census 
 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/102772837:6224

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/102772837:6224
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Lawrence’s Father’s Declaration of Intention for Naturalization 
 

“Florida, U.S., Naturalization Records, 1847-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Gordon George Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3034175:1850 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3034175:1850
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Lawrence’s Father’s Petition for Naturalization 
 

“Florida, U.S., Naturalization Records, 1847-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Gordon George Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3034175:1850 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3034175:1850
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1935 Florida State Census 
 

“Florida, U.S., State Census, 1867-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Duval, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2844425:1506 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2844425:1506
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1939 Landon High School Yearbook 
 

“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Lawrence Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/330043635:1265 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/330043635:1265
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1939 Jacksonville City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Lawrence Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/951388142:246

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/951388142:2469
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1940 United States Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/131117714:2442

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/131117714:2442
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Lawrence Bowden World War II Draft Card 
 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for 

Lawrence Gordon Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12261232:2238 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12261232:2238
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1941 Jacksonville City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/663029343:2469 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/663029343:2469
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World War II Enlistment Record 
 

“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Camp Blanding, Florida 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/87690478/lawrence-g-bowden-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-

1938-1946 

https://www.fold3.com/record/87690478/lawrence-g-bowden-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946
https://www.fold3.com/record/87690478/lawrence-g-bowden-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946
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1942 Jacksonville City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/671287553:2469 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/671287553:2469
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1943 Jacksonville City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/664945665:2469 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/664945665:2469
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World War II Hospital Admission 
 

“US, WWII Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed 

March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Service Number 34053974. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/705265732/bowden-lawrence-g-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-

files-1942-1954 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/705265732/bowden-lawrence-g-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954
https://www.fold3.com/record/705265732/bowden-lawrence-g-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954
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Report of Lawrence Bowden’s Death in the Pacific 
 

“Dies in Pacific,” Florida Times Union, October 15, 1944. 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3963254/lawrence_gordon-bowden/photo#view-

photo=288148365 

 

Transcription:  

 

 “DIES IN PACIFIC – Pfc. Lawrence Gordon Bowden, 24, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 

G. Bowden, 2728 Southwood Lane, died September 26 on Los Negros Island in the Pacific of 

tropical illness, his parents were informed by the War Department. 

 Private Bowden left home for Army training in June, 1941, going to Cheyenne, Wyo. and 

then to El Paso, Tex. His overseas assignment came in February, 1943. He had not been home 

since enlisting, his father said. He graduated from Landon High School where he was a member 

of the football team.” 

 

(An image of Lawrence Bowden in uniform accompanies the article.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3963254/lawrence_gordon-bowden/photo#view-photo=288148365
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/3963254/lawrence_gordon-bowden/photo#view-photo=288148365
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Lawrence’s Family in the 1945 Florida State Census 
 

“Florida, U.S., State Census, 1867-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Ruth E Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3927592:1506 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3927592:1506
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Rosters of World War II Dead 
 

“US, Rosters of World War II Dead, 1939-1945,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed March 

30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Service Number 34053974.  

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/712938350?rec=641550113 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/712938350?rec=641550113
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World War II Honor List Duval County 
 

“US, WWII Army and Army Air Force Casualty List, 1946,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: 

accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Service Number 34053974. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/310762475?rec=299312287 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/310762475?rec=299312287
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Interment in St. Augustine National Cemetery 
 

“U.S., National Cemetery Interment Control Forms, 1928-1962,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry 

for Lawrence G Bowden, St. Augustine National Cemetery. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2218807:2590

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2218807:2590
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St. Augustine National Cemetery Index and Biographical Guide 
 

Department of Military Affairs, St. Augustine National Cemetery Index and Biographical Guide: Preliminary Abridged Edition (St. 

Augustine, FL: St. Francis Barracks Special Archives, 1989), 204.  

 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047708/00001/images/204 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00047708/00001/images/204
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Lawrence Bowden Veterans Gravesite 
 

“U.S., Veterans' Gravesites, ca.1775-2019,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 

30, 2024), entry for Lawrence G Bowden, Saint Augustine National Cemetery.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/359093:8750 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/359093:8750
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Lawrence Bowden’s Headstone in St. Augustine National Cemetery 
 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Lawrence G Bowden, photograph, 2023, St. 

Augustine National Cemetery, St. Augustine, FL. 
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Lawrence’s Parents and Brother John in the 1950 United States 

Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Gordon G Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/81627096:62308 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/81627096:62308
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Lawrence’s Sister Ruth in the 1950 United States Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Ruth E Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/80775805:62308 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/80775805:62308
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Lawrence’s Brother Norman in the 1950 United States Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 

2024), entry for Norman R Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/80662099:62308 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/80662099:62308
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The following sources cover the military service of Lawrence’s brothers (John/Jack and Norman Bowden).  

 

Jack (John) Bowden World War II Draft Card 
 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for 

Jack Julian Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12261208:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12261208:2238
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Jack (John) Bowden World War II Enlistment Record 
 

“U.S., World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: 

accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Jack J Bowden, Duval County, Florida. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3440059:8939 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3440059:8939
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Jack (John) Bowden Department of Veterans Affairs File 
 

“U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File, 1850-2010,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Jack J Bowden.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1023768:2441 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1023768:2441
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Norman Bowden World War II Draft Card 
 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for 

Norman R Bowden, Jacksonville, Florida 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12261245:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12261245:2238
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Norman Bowden World War II Enlistment Record 
 

“U.S., World War II Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: 

accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Norman Ralph Bowden. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3441340:8939 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3441340:8939
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Norman Bowden Department of Veterans Affairs File 
 

“U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File, 1850-2010,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed March 30, 2024), entry for Norman R Bowden. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10881135:2441 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10881135:2441

