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Marie’s Mother in the 1900 United States Census 
 

“1900 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Olive E Petrie, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25714247:7602  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25714247:7602
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Marie’s Mother in the 1910 United States Census 
 

“1910 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for Olive Petrie, Ann Arbor, 

Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/198528711:7884  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/198528711:7884
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Marie’s Father in the 1910 United States Census 
 

“1910 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for Frank P Kehrer, Peoria, 

Illinois. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105852036:7884  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105852036:7884
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Marriage of Marie’s Parents 
 

“Michigan, U.S., Marriage Records, 1867-1952,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for Franklin P 

Kehrer, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/238021:9093  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/238021:9093
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Birth Index 
 

“South Dakota, U.S., Birth Index, 1856-1918,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for Marie Kehrer, 

Minnehaha, South Dakota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/272435:6996  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/272435:6996
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1920 United States Census 
 

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for Marie Kehrer, Minneapolis, 

Hennepin, Minnesota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/77867492:6061

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/77867492:6061
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1930 United States Census 

 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for Marie Kehrer, Sioux Falls, 

Minnehaha, South Dakota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/111125869:6224 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/111125869:6224
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1933 Sioux Falls City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1036045609:2469  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1036045609:2469
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1935 Sioux Falls City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1027790515:2469  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1027790515:2469
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1939 Sioux Falls City Directory 
 

“U.S., City Directories, 1822-1995,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1029630543:2469  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1029630543:2469
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1940 United States Census 

 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha, South Dakota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/110925917:2442  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/110925917:2442


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
13 

 

1940 United States Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Holloway, Swift, Minnesota.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/98020720:2442  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/98020720:2442
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World War II Enlistment 

 

“US, WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed July 

8, 2024), entry for Marie Kehrer, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/83096384/marie-kehrer-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-

1946  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/83096384/marie-kehrer-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946
https://www.fold3.com/record/83096384/marie-kehrer-us-wwii-army-enlistment-records-1938-1946
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Marie Kehrer Passes WAC Tests 
 

“Marie Kehrer Passes WAC’s Tests For Duty,” Argus-Leader (Sioux Falls, SD), August 9, 1942. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/230813774/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “Another former Sioux Falls girl has passed tests to enter the women’s army auxiliary 

corps and will soon be en route to Des Moines. She is Miss Marie Kehrer of St. Paul, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Kehrer, who lived here for many years. 

 Miss Kehrer was graduated from Washington high school, studied at Augustana college 

and then was graduated from the University of Minnesota. Recently she has been associated with 

the Montgomery Ward company in St. Paul.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/230813774/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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Marie Kehrer Promoted to Second Officer 
 

“2 City WAACs Win Advance,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), April 24, 1943. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/182797394/?terms=marie%20kehrer&match=1  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “Two Minneapolis members of the women’s army auxiliary corps have been promoted at 

Fort Des Moines, Iowa, it was announced Friday night. 

 Auxiliary Alice M. Gailey, 22, 504 Fifteenth avenue N., completed her training at the 

Iowa post and has been sent to Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., for further assignment. 

 Third Officer Marie Kehrer, 500 Ridgewood avenue, has been promoted to second 

officer, the equivalent of first lieutenant in the army, and will remain at Ft. Des Moines as an 

instructor in the officer candidate section. 

 A daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Kehrer, Miss Kehrer graduated from Mankato State 

Teachers college and took graduate work at University of Minnesota. 

 Prior to enlistment in the WAAC, she taught in high schools at Holloway and Forest 

Lake. 

 Auxiliary Gailey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Gailey, 504 Fifteenth avenue N., 

studied nursing and chemistry at University of Minnesota. She enlisted in the WAAC three 

months ago.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/182797394/?terms=marie%20kehrer&match=1
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Marie Kehrer Teaches Future WAC Instructors 
 

“Teaches Teachers to Teach WACs,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), August 27, 1944. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/181863437/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “Capt. Marie Kehrer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Kehrer, 500 Ridgewood avenue, is a 

teacher’s teacher. 

 More than that, she’s the first in the WAC. 

 When the Field Artillery school at Fort Sill, Okla., opened its highly specialized 

“technique of instruction” course to WAC officers, Capt. Kehrer was the first to qualify and 

enroll in the course. 

 Before she went to Fort Sill, she was chief of section, Academic branch of the WAC 

Officer candidate school at Fort Oglethorpe. 

 Now she’s back at her old stand, teaching future WAC instructors how to teach WACS. 

 There are more firsts in the captain’s army career. She was the only candidate from the 

Twin Cities accepted for the fifth class for WAC officers, reporting at Fort Des Moines, Aug. 31, 

1942. 

 She has two brothers in the service, Lt. Richard Kehrer, bomber pilot instructor stationed 

at Columbus, and Aviation Cadet William T. Kehrer, training for the navy air corps.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/181863437/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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Marie Kehrer Assigned to Camp Stoneman 
 

“WAC Officer Joins Staff At Stoneman,” Martinez News-Gazette (Martinez, CA), April 30, 

1947. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/746056217/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “CAMP STONEMAN, April 30.–Capt. Marie Kehrer, WAC, has been assigned to the 

records completion section of the Camp Stoneman Separation Center, coming here from Camp 

Beale, Cal., where she performed the same type of work. 

 In the army since July 23, 1942, she has served previously at Ft. Des Moines, Iowa, Ft. 

Oglethorpe, Ga., Daytona Beach, Fla., and Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot. 

 A daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Kehrer, 3421 Humboldt, Minneapolis, Minn., she was 

employed as a civilian in the mail order department of Montgomery Ward, St. Paul, Minn.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/746056217/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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Marie Kehrer Gets Army Commission 
 

“City WAC Officer to Get Commission,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), April 9, 1949. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/183261810/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “Capt. Marie Kehrer, Minneapolis, has been selected for a regular army commission in 

the women’s army corps, it was announced Friday. 

 Capt. Kehrer, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Kehrer, 3421 Humboldt avenue S., was 

the first WAC officer to attend the field artillery school’s instruction technique course at Fort 

Sill, Okla., in 1944. A graduate of Mankato State Teachers college, she also attended the 

University of Minnesota. 

 For the past six months, she has been on duty in Japan.” 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/183261810/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
20 

 
1950 United States Census 

 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92759227:62308  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92759227:62308
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Marie’s Brother William in the 1950 United States Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for William J Kehrer, St Paul, Ramsey, Minnesota. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93082599:62308  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93082599:62308
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1951 Army Register 
 

“US, Army Registers, 1798-1969,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for 

Marie Kehrer. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/312831736/1951-page-359-us-army-registers-1798-

1969?rec=307209608  

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/312831736/1951-page-359-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=307209608
https://www.fold3.com/image/312831736/1951-page-359-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=307209608
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Marie Kehrer Arrives Home on Leave 
 

“WAC’s Best Friend,” Minneapolis Star, March 12, 1952. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/187736909/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

“When she arrived home last week from Japan, Maj. Marie Kehrer, WAC, brought her dog, 

Berno, with her. He is a German shepherd bred from the stock the Germans sent to the Japanese 

for war dogs in World War II. Maj. Kehrer bought him in Sapporo, capital city of Hokaido, 

where she has been stationed three and a half years with the sixth counter intelligence corps. 

Home on a month’s leave, Maj. Kehrer will report April 5 to Fort Lee, Va., for duty at the WAC 

training center. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Franklin P. Kehrer, 3421 Humboldt avenue 

S.” 

 

(A photograph of Major Kehrer and Berno accompanies the article.) 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/187736909/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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1954 Army Register 
 

“US, Army Registers, 1798-1969,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for 

Marie Kehrer. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/312872683/1954-vol-1-page-395-us-army-registers-1798-

1969?rec=308146308  

https://www.fold3.com/image/312872683/1954-vol-1-page-395-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=308146308
https://www.fold3.com/image/312872683/1954-vol-1-page-395-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=308146308


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
25 

Marie Kehrer Continues Teaching 
 

“Talk About Women,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), March 28, 1954. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/183421838/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “Maj. Marie Kehrer’s teaching career has followed her into the women’s army corps. She 

is training director of the WAC school at Fort Lee, Va., where the first WAC officer advanced 

course recently opened. 

 A WAC since 1942, Maj. Kehrer previously taught junior high school in Minnesota for 

two years. She has had army service in Iowa, Maryland, Georgia, Florida, Pennsylvania, New 

York and California. She learned Japanese for her three years of work in counter-intelligence at 

Hokaido, Japan. 

 Maj. Kehrer is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Kehrer, 3421 Humboldt avenue S.” 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/183421838/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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1961 Army Register 
 

“US, Army Registers, 1798-1969,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for 

Marie Kehrer. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/312792512/1961-vol-1-page-284-us-army-registers-1798-

1969?rec=306334622  

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/312792512/1961-vol-1-page-284-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=306334622
https://www.fold3.com/image/312792512/1961-vol-1-page-284-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=306334622
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New WAC Staff Advisor 
 

“Herb Bechtold’s Round Robin,” Argus-Leader (Sioux Falls, SD), October 19, 1962. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/228995406/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “A Native of Sioux Falls is the new WAC staff advisor for USAREUR (United States 

Army Europe) headquarters at Heidelberg, Germany. She is Lt. Col. Marie Kehrer.  

She has been a logistics division staff officer since January. Prior to that she was director 

of training at the WAC school, a staff officer at 1st Army Headquarters, on the staff of the WAC 

director, and a student at the Command and General Staff college.  

She joined the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corp in 1942 and was graduated from the 

fourth WAAC officer candidate course.” 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/228995406/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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1966 Army Register 
 

“US, Army Registers, 1798-1969,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed July 8, 2024), entry for 

Marie Kehrer. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/312597066/1966-vol-1-page-301-us-army-registers-1798-

1969?rec=304695019  

https://www.fold3.com/image/312597066/1966-vol-1-page-301-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=304695019
https://www.fold3.com/image/312597066/1966-vol-1-page-301-us-army-registers-1798-1969?rec=304695019
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Death of Marie’s Father 
 

“Obituaries and Funerals,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), February 1, 1966. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/184606398/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

“KEHRER–Franklin P., age 78, 3421 Humboldt Ave. So. Survived by wife, Olive; daughters, Lt. 

Col. Marie Kehrer and Mrs. Howard Irmen; sons, Major R. C. Richard and William T.; 7 

grandchildren.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/184606398/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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Appointed WAC Deputy Director 
 

“Colonel Kehrer Appointed WAC Deputy Director,” Spanish Fork Press (Spanish Fork, UT), 

July 6, 1967. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/872649092/?terms=marie%20kehrer&match=1  

 

Transcription:  

 

“WASHINGTON (ANF)–Lt. Col. Marie Kehrer has been appointed Deputy Director of 

the Women’s Army Corps effective Aug. 1, 1967.  

Colonel Kehrer will replace Lt. Col. Mary E. Kelly, who will retire July 31 after serving 

as Deputy Director since January 1963.  

Colonel Kehrer presently is assigned to the Office of the Special Assistant for 

Congressional Affairs at Headquarters, U. S. Army Materiel Command, Washington, D. C. She 

holds a BA in English from Mankato State College, Mankato, Minn., and graduated from the 

U.S. Army Command and General Staff College in 1961.  

Colonel Kelly retires after 24 years of service, including assignment to the Office of the 

Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics and as Director of Instruction, U.S. WAC School, Fort 

McClellan, Ala.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/872649092/?terms=marie%20kehrer&match=1
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Death of Marie’s Mother 
 

“Obituaries and Funerals,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), July 22, 1979. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186885071/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

“KEHRER–Olive E., age 88, of St. Petersburg Beach, FL, formerly of Mpls. Widow of the late 

Franklin P. Kehrer; mother of Col. Richard C. Kehrer, USAF Retired, Destin, FL, William T., 

Bellevue, WA, Mrs. Frances A. Cowen, Delano, MN & Marie Kehrer, St. Petersburg Beach, FL; 

also 6 grandchildren; 1 great-grandson.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/186885071/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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Marie Kehrer Obituary 
 

“Obituaries–St. Pete Beach,” Tampa Bay Times, September 20, 2006. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/330176630/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer  

 

Transcription: 

 

“Kehrer, Col. Marie, 90, of St. Pete Beach, died Friday (Sept. 15, 2006) at Palms of Pasadena 

Hospital. Born in Sioux Falls, S.D., she came here in 1975 from Arlington, Va. She did post-

graduate work at the University of Minnesota and graduated from the Army Command and 

General Staff College and the Department of Defense Management Course. During 30 years of 

military service, she was assigned in the Pacific Theater in the military intelligence field before 

and during the Korean War; in Europe in logistical planning, Headquarters, U.S. Army Europe. 

She was U.S. European staff adviser to the commander on military women’s matters, and 

assistant commandant of the women’s officer and enlisted technical training school. She was also 

a military Congressional liaison officer with the Army Materiel Command, a staff officer on the 

Army General Staff at the Pentagon, and was the deputy director of the Women’s Army Corps. 

Following retirement in January 1971, she was active in raising funds, building and equipping 

the Women’s Army Corps Museum. She served on the board of directors of the Museum 

Foundation. Survivors include two brothers, Richard C. Kehrer, South Pasadena, and William T. 

Kehrer, Bellevue, Wash.; and a sister, Frances Ann Cowen, Delano, Minn. Anderson-McQueen 

Funeral & Cremation Centers-Tyrone Chapel, St. Petersburg.” 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/330176630/?match=1&terms=marie%20kehrer
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Marie Kehrer Veterans Gravesite 
 

“US, Veterans’ Gravesites, ca.1775-2019,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed July 8, 2024), 

entry for Marie Kehrer, Bay Pines National Cemetery. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/724279417/kehrer-marie-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/724279417/kehrer-marie-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019
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Marie Kehrer’s Headstone in Bay Pines National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Marie Kehrer, photograph, 2023, Bay Pines National Cemetery, St. Petersburg, FL. 


