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Immigration of Norman’s Father to the United States (Page 1 of 2) 
 

“New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1957,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

November 15, 2023), entry for Ephraim Aboosh.   

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4042043929:7488  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4042043929:7488
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Immigration of Norman’s Father to the United States (Page 2 of 2) 
 

“New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1957,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

November 15, 2023), entry for Ephraim Aboosh.   

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4042043929:7488  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4042043929:7488
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Ship Manifest For Arrival in the United States (Page 1 of 2) 
 

“New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1957,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

November 15, 2023), entry for Norman Aboosh.   

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016820502:7488  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016820502:7488
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Ship Manifest For Arrival in the United States (Page 2 of 2) 
 

“New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1957,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

November 15, 2023), entry for Norman Aboosh.   

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016820502:7488  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016820502:7488
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Norman’s Father’s Declaration of Intention for Naturalization 
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

April 8, 2023), entry for Ephraim Aboosh.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/602352:2717  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/602352:2717


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
7 

 

Norman’s Father’s Petition for Naturalization 
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-1945,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

April 8, 2023), entry for Ephraim Aboosh.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/315403:2717  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/315403:2717
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1931 Carnegie High School Yearbook 
 

“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), entry for 

Norman Duncan Aboosh, Carnegie, Pennsylvania. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/332691125:1265  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/332691125:1265
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1940 United States Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), entry for Norman Aboosh, Carnegie, Allegheny, 

Pennsylvania.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25119620:2442  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25119620:2442
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Marriage to Jeanne Waul 
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Marriages, 1852-1968,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), entry 

for Norman Duncan Aboosh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2960882:61381  

  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2960882:61381
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Birth of Son 
 

“U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), 

entry for Norman Duncan Aboosh II, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1930389:61048  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1930389:61048
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Norman Aboosh Visits Home 
 

Charles F. Danver, “Pittsburghesque—Artilleryman’s Return,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 26, 1945. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/88926048/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “A welcome caller recently was Lieutenant Colonel Norman Aboosh, of Sheraden, a field artillery 

officer with the Twenty-ninth Division. He fought all through the European campaign from Omaha Beachhead 

to conjunction with the Russians on the Elbe. 

 The handsome colonel, though not in public relations, went out of his way in England to help this 

correspondent send home news of Pittsburgh district boys in the Twenty-ninth. ‘It’ll do them good to get a 

writeup back home,’ he reasoned. 

 Many of these same boys, alas, are buried where they fell in Normandy. The casualties of the brave and 

unsung Twenty-ninth were terrific. ‘There was a whole German division sitting on the beach waiting for us,’ the 

Sheraden officer says. 

 After a visit with his attractive wife, Jeanne, and young son, Norman II, the colonel will go to 

Washington, D. C., to take up new duties. He has been assigned to help shape plans for the training of 

America’s new army.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/88926048/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh
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Norman Aboosh’s World War II Service 
 

“Pittsburgh Army Officer’s Boyhood Dream Comes True,” Pittsburgh Press, January 20, 1946. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/149716314/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh  

 

Transcription: 

 

“Since, as a boy, he watched British soldiers drilling on the village green for World War I, Norman D. 

Aboosh had wanted to be a soldier.  

The opportunity came when the United States began to prepare for war against the Axis.  

He’s now a lieutenant colonel of field artillery, holding a distinguished record as a battalion commander 

of a 155 millimeter howitzer battalion of the 29th Infantry Division in Europe.  

He has been assigned to the Miscellaneous Division, Plans and Training Section, at Headquarters, Army 

Ground Forces in Washington. 

Col. Aboosh was born 31 years ago in Jerusalem, not far from Bethlehem, on Christmas Eve.  

His father, Ephraim Aboosh, who lives at 102 Crafton Ave., also is a native of Jerusalem, where, until 

World War I, he conducted a tourist guide service of the Holy Land.  

When the war began, Mr. Aboosh, an Armenian, fled to Egypt, where he was joined by his English wife 

and little Norman. 

Later they moved to England, and then to the United States.  

Col. Aboosh was graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 1936. Not satisfied with receiving a 

commission as a reserve officer, he joined the National Guard—the old 176th Field Artillery Regiment. 

He rose rapidly and when the 29th Division, the parent unit of the 76th Field Artillery, was called into 

Federal service for ‘one year of training’ in February, 1941, Norman Aboosh was a captain, commanding 

Battery G, one of the two anti-tank batteries in the unit.  

He served continually with the 29th Division until the end of the hostilities in Europe, except for three 

months before going overseas when he attended the Battery Officers’ Course at the Field of Artillery School at 

Ft. Sill, Okla. 

 In England he was promoted to major and given the command of a battalion of medium artillery, and he 

was with them when they hit Omaha beach on D-Day of the invasion of Normandy.  

Decorated for bravery in action at St. Lo, promoted to lieutenant colonel and wounded in action in the 

fighting for Aachen, Col. Aboosh ended his overseas career as military governor of a 50-square mile occupation 

area in Germany.  

His wife, the former Jeanne H. Wahl of Pittsburgh, and their son, Norman Jr., reside at 2782 Bergman 

St., here.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/149716314/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh
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Jewish Serviceman Card 

 

“U.S., World War II Jewish Servicemen Cards, 1942-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed 

November 8, 2023), entry for Norman D Aboosh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/33164:2125  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/33164:2125
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Birth of Daughter 
 

“U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), 

entry for Margaret Jeanne Aboosh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1821808:61048  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1821808:61048
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World War II Veteran Compensation Application (Page 1 of 2) 
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed November 10, 2023), entry for Norman Duncan Aboosh, Ft Leaven Worth, Kansas. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/348627:3147  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/348627:3147
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World War II Veteran Compensation Application (Page 2 of 2) 
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Veteran Compensation Application Files, WWII, 1950-1966,” database, Ancestry 

(ancestry.com: accessed November 10, 2023), entry for Norman Duncan Aboosh, Ft Leaven Worth, Kansas. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/348627:3147  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/348627:3147
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1950 United States Census  
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), entry for 

Norman D Aboosh Lt Col, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27775505:62308  

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27775505:62308
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Norman’s Parents in the 1950 United States Census 

 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), entry for 

Ephraim Aboosh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/240294490:62308  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/240294490:62308
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Norman Aboosh Gains New Position at Fort Sill 
 

“Col. Aboosh Named Director Of Non-Resident Instruction,” Lawton Constitution (OK), September 17, 1959. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/872264845/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh  

 

Transcription: 

 

 “Now directing the diverse operations of the Department of Training Literature and Non-Resident 

Instruction in the Artillery and Missile School at Fort Sill is Col. Norman D. Aboosh. 

 Col. Aboosh, who began his active military service in February of 1941, became director of the 

department following the retirement of Col. Ray O. Embree the end of August. 

 Previously, Col. Aboosh served as deputy director of TI&NRI for two years, coming to Fort Sill in 

August, 1957, after attending Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa…” 

 

(The article discusses some aspects of the job and the program before providing some history on Colonel 

Aboosh’s military service.) 

 

 “Col. Aboosh was overseas 38 months during the World War II period with the 29th Infantry Division 

Artillery. For his World War II service he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Purple 

Heart, American Defense, European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign and World War II Victory Medals and 

Occupation Medal (Germany).  

 He was commissioned through the National Guard in 1935, the same year he was graduated from the 

University of Pittsburgh. 

 Along with the Army War College, Col. Aboosh has attended Command and General Staff College at 

Fort Leavenworth, Kan., and two artillery courses at Fort Sill. 

 Col. Aboosh and his wife, Jeanne, live at 643 Batson, Fort Sill. They have four children: Norman D. II; 

Margaret Jeanne, 12; Denise Kevin, 8; Deborah Lynne, 7.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/872264845/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh
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Death of Norman’s Father  
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 

2023), entry for Ephraim Aboosh, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15205215:5164  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15205215:5164
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Death of Norman’s Mother  
 

“Virginia, U.S., Death Records, 1912-2014,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com: accessed April 8, 2023), entry 

for Dorothy May Aboosh, Newport News, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2152903:9278  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2152903:9278
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Norman Aboosh Runs For City Commission 
 

Theresa White, “Confrontations highlight race for City Commission,” Tampa Bay Times, March 1, 1981.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/320176120/?match=1&terms=norman%20aboosh  

 

Transcription:  

 

(The article discusses the race for City Commission and gives a profile for each of the candidates running.) 

 

 “Norman Aboosh: A retired Army colonel who has headed South Pasadena’s Planning and Zoning 

Board for two years, Aboosh, 67, says he considers himself ‘the best qualified’ candidate for the City 

Commission.  

‘I’ve had the background and the experience in (city) government,’ says Aboosh, who served in the 

Army for 36 years before a 10-year stint as assistant city manager for Administrative Services in Beaumont, 

Texas. He also has experience in budget analysis.  

Aboosh has lived in South Pasadena for the past two years but has owned a home and paid taxes for 20.  

If elected to the City Commission, Aboosh will be required by state law to resign as chairman of the 

city’s Planning and Zoning Board.  

In the past, both he and the board have been the center of controversy, because some residents felt that 

they were too lenient with Star Island developers. Aboosh says he favors a reasonable density zoning plan for 

the city, minimal tax increases, a mini-bus service to serve the elderly and a City Commission that is efficient 

and honest with the citizens.  

He is active in a host of professional and military organizations and is a member of the South Pasadena 

Golden Age Club and the Association of Retired Persons.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/320176120/?match=1&terms=norman%20aboosh
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Norman Aboosh Remembers D-Day 
 

“D-day,” Tampa Tribune, June 3, 1984. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/335696950/?terms=norman%20aboosh&match=1  

 

Transcription: 

 

(The article discusses the history of D-Day with local Veterans’ memories 40 years on.) 

 

“Maj. Norman Aboosh, now a retired colonel living in South Pasadena, was the executive officer of an 

artillery battalion attached to the 29th that came in on the second wave. 

‘Our battalion had been separated into two units and our 155mm Howitzers were being ferried in by 

what looked like a bunch of square oil drums put together and powered by outboard motors.  

‘I remember we got too anxious because things weren’t going just right. On the way in we passed the 

captain who was supposed to already be on the beach waiting to guide us to where the heavy artillery was to be 

set up,’ Aboosh said in a recent interview.  

And, instead of landing at Omaha, they ended up at Utah Beach up the coast to the northeast 90 minutes 

later than scheduled.  

Aboosh said he quickly located the division headquarters about 1,500 yards along the beach where he 

found a group of officers ‘trying to get some organization out of the chaos.  

‘The first shots we fired were right from the beach line. In fact, I don’t know what we were firing at but 

just sounds of the shells going overhead, I believe, gave a lift to the men trying to advance inland.  

‘The fact that the heavy guns had landed must have given them a feeling that things must be going pretty 

well,’ he said.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/335696950/?terms=norman%20aboosh&match=1
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Norman Aboosh Obituary 

 

Dorothy Evans, “Obituaries—Norman D. Aboosh, former South Pasadena official,” Tampa Bay Times, 

February 24, 1985. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/320463506/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh  

 

Transcription: 

 

“Col. Norman D. Aboosh, former member of the South Pasadena Planning and Zoning Board, a retired 

colonel in the U.S. Army and active in local military organizations, died Friday (Feb. 22, 1985). He was 71.  

Col. Aboosh retired in 1969 as a colonel in the Army after 36 years of service. He participated in the D-

Day invasion of Europe and was with the 29th Division in World War II. He also served during the Korean 

War.  

A native of Jerusalem, Palestine, he came here in 1979 from Beaumont, Texas, where he served as 

assistant city manager from 1969 to 1979. He lived at 6904 Grande Vista Way S, South Pasadena.  

He was a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh and lived in that city for several years.  

He was a Presbyterian, a member and 1983 president of St. Petersburg Retired Officers Association, 

member and 1981-82 commander of St. Petersburg Chapter of Military Order of World Wars, member and 

1981-1982 commander of St. Petersburg Chapter No. 314 National Sojourners, and a member of Disabled 

Officers Club.  

He also was a member of Army and Navy Lodge No. 306 AF&AM in Poquoson, Va.; Scottish Rite 

Bodies and Alzafar Temple Shrine in San Antonio, Texas; and Holiday Isles Shrine Club, Heroes of 76 and 

Armenian-American Society of the Suncoast.  

Survivors include his wife Jeanne W.; three daughters, Margaret Linster, Berryville, Va., Denise 

Greving and Deborah Conroy, both of Houston; a son Norman D. II, Portland, Ore.; three sisters, Elizabeth 

Williams, Denville, N.J., Miriam Baird, Hampton Va., and Dorothy Hagan, Indian Trail, N.C.; and five 

grandchildren.  

Kenfield Pasadena Avenue Chapel is in charge of arrangements, which were incomplete Saturday 

evening.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/320463506/?match=1&terms=norman%20d%20aboosh
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Norman Aboosh Veterans Gravesite 
 

“US, Veterans’ Gravesites, ca.1775-2019,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com: accessed August 1, 2024), entry for 

Norman D Aboosh, Bay Pines National Cemetery. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/723063282/aboosh-norman-d-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/723063282/aboosh-norman-d-us-veterans-gravesites-ca1775-2019
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Norman Aboosh’s Headstone in Bay Pines National Cemetery 
 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Norman D Aboosh, photograph, 2023, Bay Pines National Cemetery, St. Petersburg, FL. 

 


