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*Please note that news articles published online often exist behind paywalls and require a subscription to access 

digitally. We have provided links, but have not reproduced them here. Similarly, many families have created 

remembrance pages. Again, we have provided links, when applicable, but have not reproduced any images 

without express written permission from the family. 
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Robert’s Father in the 1870 United States Federal Census 
 

“1870 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

Ernest W Boyd, Warren, Virginia.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36919773:7163  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36919773:7163
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Robert’s Father in the 1880 United States Federal Census 
 

“1880 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

William E. Boyd, Warren, Virginia.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12673522:6742  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12673522:6742
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Robert’s Mother in the 1891 England Census 
 

“1891 England Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Annie Wright, Lancashire, England.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22518127:6598

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22518127:6598
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Robert’s Father in the 1900 United States Federal Census 
 

“1900 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

William E Boyd, Indianapolis, Indiana.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3967648:7602  

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3967648:7602
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Robert’s Mother in the 1900 United States Federal Census 
 

“1900 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

Anna W Kreimadahl, Lawrence, Pennsylvania.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52525079:7602 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52525079:7602
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Death Certificate for Robert’s Father’s First Wife 
 

“Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2017,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Jennie May Boyd, Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2452562:60716

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2452562:60716
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Robert’s Mother in the 1910 United States Federal Census 
 

“1910 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Anna Kreimendahl, Lawrence, 

Pennsylvania.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/106839828:7884

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/106839828:7884
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Engagement of Robert’s Parents 

 

“Engagement News Causes Surprise,” New Castle Herald, December 31, 1913, 6.  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/75946212/?article 

 

This article announces the engagement of Anna C. Kreimendahl and William Ernest Boyd, Robert’s parents, to 

be wed in the early spring. It also provides information on their jobs at the time-Anna worked as a stenographer 

in the office of Gregory & Dickey, attorneys-at-law while William was a manager of the Bauman Ice Cream 

company.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/75946212/?article
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Robert’s Parents’ Marriage License Application 
 

“Pennsylvania, U.S., Marriages, 1852-1968,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry 

for William E. Boyd, Lawrence, Pennsylvania. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4008289:61381 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4008289:61381
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Robert’s Parents in the 1920 United States Federal Census 
 

“1920 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for William E Boyd, Cleveland, Ohio.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112223475:6061

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112223475:6061
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1930 United States Federal Census 
 

“1930 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Robert S Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/98684237:6224

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/98684237:6224
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Death Certificate for Robert’s Father 
 

“Virginia, U.S., Death Records, 1912-2014,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for William Ernest Boyd, 

Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/210717:9278 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/210717:9278
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1940 United States Federal Census 
 

“1940 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Robert S Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia.  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18629190:2442

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18629190:2442
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1941 Woodrow Wilson High School Yearbook 
 

“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

Robert Stevenson Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354827598:1265

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354827598:1265
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1941 Woodrow Wilson High School Yearbook (Full Page) 
 

“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

Robert Stevenson Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354827598:1265 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/354827598:1265
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Robert Stevenson Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Robert Stevenson 

Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10123029:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10123029:2238
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Robert Stevenson Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 

24, 2023), entry for Robert Stevenson Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10123029:2238  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10123029:2238
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Robert Boyd World War II Army Enlistment Records 
 

“WWII Army Enlistment Records,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Robert S 

Boyd, Richmond, Virginia. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/87303926/robert-s-boyd-wwii-army-enlistment-records  

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/87303926/robert-s-boyd-wwii-army-enlistment-records
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Marriage between Robert Boyd and Geneva Grimes 
 

“North Carolina, U.S., Marriage Records, 1741-2011,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 

2023), entry for Robert S Boyd, Camden, North Carolina. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2553803:60548  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2553803:60548
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1950 United States Federal Census 
 

“1950 United States Federal Census,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for 

Robert S Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/111113671:62308  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/111113671:62308
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Marriage between Robert Stevenson Boyd and Carol Lou Laughbaum 
 

“North Carolina, U.S., Marriage Records, 1741-2011,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 

2023), entry for Robert Stevenson Boyd, Pasquotank, North Carolina. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3680422:60548 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3680422:60548
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Divorce from Mary G. Boyd (Mary Geneva Grimes) 
 

“Virginia, U.S., Divorce Records, 1918-2014,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed April 24, 2023), entry for Robert S Boyd, Portsmouth, 

Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47079:9280

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47079:9280
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Obituary for Robert Stevenson Boyd 
 

“Obituary for Robert Stevenson Boyd,” Dignity Memorial, accessed June 16, 2023. 
 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/miami-fl/robert-boyd-10244778  

 

The page has a photo of Boyd in the cockpit of his WWII B-24 bomber. It then provides a brief summary of his 

life which reads:  

 

“Bob was born 1924 in Elyria, Ohio and relocated to Portsmouth, VA as a child. Bob graduated Woodrow 

Wilson High School in 1941 and went to work for Sears, Roebuck & Co. as department manager, and then the 

Norfolk/Portsmouth ferry system as Cash Management Manager, while attending William & Mary College. 

 

Drafted during WWII, Bob graduated from the Army Air Corp Aviation Cadet Pilot Program, serving as a 1st 

pilot flying B-24 bombers until his older brother Todd was killed by flak in one of the initial Ruhland oil 

refinery sorties which ultimately resulted in the destruction of the Ruhland refinery, one of Germany’s last 

major refineries. Bob was then transferred as his other brother, Irvin was a B-17 pilot in the Air Corp in the 

Philippines and his father had long since passed away. Bob began training younger pilots in the U.S. and after 

the war, volunteered for the Air Force Reserve where he managed a mobilization assignment at Langley Field, 

Virginia as a multi-engine pilot and air transport group personnel officer. Bob regretted until his last day the 

fact that he was never able to avenge the death of his brother given his transfer…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/miami-fl/robert-boyd-10244778
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Robert Boyd’s Headstone in Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Robert Boyd, photograph, 2023, Cape Canaveral National 

Cemetery, Mims, FL.  
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Headstone for Robert Boyd’s Wife in Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 

 

UCF Veterans Legacy Program, Headstone for Carol Boyd, photograph, 2023, Cape Canaveral National 

Cemetery, Mims, FL. 
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*The following sources cover Robert Boyd’s brothers’ military service. 

 

 

Elvin Boyd’s World War I Service  
 

“The Official Roster of Ohio Soldiers, Sailors and Marines in the World War, 1917-18, Volume I,” database, 

Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Elvin E Boyd. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/713000904?rec=642618592

https://www.fold3.com/image/713000904?rec=642618592
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Elvin Ernest Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Elvin Ernest Boyd, 

Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10770262:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10770262:2238
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Elvin Ernest Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 

2023), entry for Elvin Ernest Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10770262:2238 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10770262:2238
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Funeral Notice for Elvin E. Boyd 
 

“Funeral Notice for Elvin E. Boyd,” The Atlanta Constitution, April 14, 1976, 34. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/398888935/ 

 

This is the funeral notice for Elvin E. Boyd. It lists his surviving relatives including his mother Anna and his 

brothers Walter, Robert, and Irving.  

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/398888935/


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
31 

 

Irvin Alfred Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Irvin Alfred Boyd, 

Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10821766:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10821766:2238
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Irvin Alfred Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 

2023), entry for Irvin Alfred Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10821766:2238 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10821766:2238
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Irvin Boyd World War II Army Enlistment Records 
 

“WWII Army Enlistment Records,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Irvin A 

Boyd, Richmond, Virginia. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/86817711/irvin-a-boyd-wwii-army-enlistment-records 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/86817711/irvin-a-boyd-wwii-army-enlistment-records
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Second Lt. Irvin A. Boyd 
 

“Our Men and Women in Service,” The Portsmouth Star, June 6, 1943, 3. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907195360/ 

 

This article names Irvin A. Boyd as a Second Lieutenant with the Army Air Corps after training in Miami, FL. 

It lists his brothers Private Robert Boyd with the Army Air Corps stationed in Atlantic City and Private Todd 

Boyd stationed in Miami. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907195360/
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First Lt. Irvin A. Boyd 
 

“Men and Women in Service,” The Portsmouth Star, August 30, 1945, 20. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907162573/ 

 

Article Transcription:  

First Lieutenant Irvin A. Boyd, son of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Boyd, of 709 Washington street, 

reported for duty with the 557th AAF Base Unit, Ferrying Division, Gore Fields, Great Falls, Montana, August 

23. He is the husband of Mrs. Loretta A. (Chipman) Boyd, of Sacramento, Calif. 

Prior to entering the service, he was employed in the post office. He had recently returned from an 

overseas assignment in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907162573/
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Obituary for CPA Irvin Boyd 
 

“CPA Irvin Boyd,” The Sacramento Bee, December 28, 2003, 26. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/630222681/ 

 

This tribute to Irvin Alfred Boyd details his work as a certified public accountant in Sacramento. It also states 

that he “joined the Army Air Forces in 1943” and “during portions of World War II, he served in the China-

Burma-India theater as a cryptographer.”

https://www.newspapers.com/image/630222681/
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1938 Woodrow Wilson High School Yearbook 
 

“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for 

Joseph Todd Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/361119503:1265

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/361119503:1265
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1938 Woodrow Wilson High School Yearbook (Full Page) 
 

“U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for 

Joseph Todd Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/361119503:1265

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/361119503:1265
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Joseph Todd Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Front) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Joseph Todd Boyd, 

Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10222265:2238

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10222265:2238
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Joseph Todd Boyd World War II Draft Registration Card (Back) 

 

“U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940-1947,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 

2023), entry for Joseph Todd Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10222265:2238 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10222265:2238


UCF Veterans Legacy Program 
41 

 

Joseph Boyd World War II Army Enlistment Records 
 

“WWII Army Enlistment Records,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Joseph T 

Boyd, Richmond, Virginia. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/87307227/joseph-t-boyd-wwii-army-enlistment-records 

 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/87307227/joseph-t-boyd-wwii-army-enlistment-records
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Joseph Boyd World War II Hospital Admission Card Files 
 

“U.S., WWII Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed May 8, 2023), 

entry for Joseph T Boyd. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/record/700898190/boyd-joseph-t-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954

https://www.fold3.com/record/700898190/boyd-joseph-t-us-wwii-hospital-admission-card-files-1942-1954
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Joseph Boyd Rosters of WWII Dead 
 

“US, Rosters of World War II Dead, 1939-1945,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Joseph T Boyd. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/712938387?rec=641550928

https://www.fold3.com/image/712938387?rec=641550928
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Joseph Boyd WWII Army and Army Air Force Casualty List 
 

“WWII Army and Army Air Force Casualty List,” database, Fold3 (fold3.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry 

for Joseph T Boyd, Norfolk County, Virginia. 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/310763686?rec=299446566 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/310763686?rec=299446566
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Joseph Todd Dies in Action 
 

“2 Local Men Die in Action,” The Portsmouth Star, April 6, 1945, 1. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907173137/ 

 

This article announces the deaths of two men local to Portsmouth, VA that were killed in the European Theater 

of Operations. One of them, Technical Sergeant Joseph Todd Boyd, was killed in Italy while serving with the 

15th Air Force as a radio gunner. He was known for playing football and basketball for his high school. It also 

lists his survivors including his brothers that served in the US Army Air Forces.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907173137/
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Joseph Todd Killed in Action 
 

“Four Killed in Action,” The Virginian-Pilot, April 17, 1945, 14. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/851921513/ 

 

According to this article, Tech Sgt Joseph Boyd was killed in action over Ruhland, Germany “on his forty-third 

mission as a radio operator-gunner on a B-17 in the Fifteenth Air Force based in Italy, and had been overseas 

since July.” He also “held the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters and was buried in an American military 

cemetery in Italy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/851921513/
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Joseph Todd Ex-Local Athlete Killed in War 
 

“Boyd, Ex-Wilson Star to be Buried Here Tomorrow,” The Portsmouth Star, November 30, 1948, 14. 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907289657/ 

 

An image of Joseph Todd Boyd in his football uniform accompanies this article about the time and location of 

his funeral services. He was a fullback on the football team and held a guard position on the basketball team. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/907289657/
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Joseph Boyd Military Headstone Application 
 

“U.S., Headstone Applications for Military Veterans, 1925-1970,” database, Ancestry (ancestry.com, accessed May 8, 2023), entry for Joseph T 

Boyd, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/254052:2375 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/254052:2375

